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Dates For Your Diary

3rd   Jun  10:00am Worship and Communion

6th Jun   12:30  Ladies Who Lunch

     Caulders, Mugdock Country Park

20th Jun  7:30pm Session Meeting

21st Jun  7:30pm Tearfund Concert

     Bearsden Baptist Church

22nd Jun  2:00pm Bearsden Academy Summer

Concert

30th Jul – 3rd Aug   Holiday Club

7th Aug   10:30am Wee June’s Coffee Morning

9th Sep   10:00am “Welcome To Church Sunday”

September date tbc Communion Tea Service

Minister: Rev Dr Ian McEwan
Contact: minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk



3

Last month I had the privilege of joining the school chaplains at Bearsden
Academy in leading the first-year classes through ‘Soul Space’.  These
Prayer Spaces in schools enable children and young people to explore life
questions, spirituality and faith in a safe, creative and interactive way.
Soul Space provides all students the space to be still in the middle of their
busy lives, to think and reflect on the important things in life.

There were eleven stations, some offering the opportunity to think about
how they saw themselves, and how God might see them, how to connect
with God, how they might pray for friends and family and the wider
world. The most popular one was the opportunity to go into a fort in
order to reflect on questions around the issue of feeling safe and
secure.

The addition of a sofa inside the fort made
the area even more appealing.  It was a
reminder (as if I needed one!) that no
matter our age or stage, many of us feel
most at ease when hiding from the lime-
light, in a familiar place where we trust
we can feel safe.   And yet... that’s not
necessarily where God calls us to be, and it
is wise not to  become too settled, or too
unwilling to move on.



4

We are a ‘sent’ people: Jesus sends us from the safety of our church
buildings out into the world.  Jesus calls us to bring His good news to
those who are in darkness and He calls us to love our neighbours.  That
feels much less safe than curling up on a sofa in a fort!

As I enter the second phase of my probation period in Baljaffray, I am
beginning to hear the question ‘where do you think you might go next?’
and I am indeed nearing the time when I need to consider where God is
calling me.  This is a time of prayer, of discernment, of peering over the
walls of the fort and looking at the wider church.  I am also aware that
I’ve been here before in this journey into ministry: where should I study
for my B.D?  Which churches should I consider for placement?  For
probation?  As I reflect, I recall God has revealed the next step at every
stage in this process at just the right time for me to take that step.  I might
wish to know what’s happening weeks or even months in advance, but
actually, God is teaching me to trust Him.

Just as the young people hiding in the fort gained confidence and
eventually explored the rest of the Soul Space Prayer Stations, so we too
begin to trust God, to look beyond our horizons, and to take the first step
on the path he calls us to travel.  I am most grateful for this stage of my
journey where my path runs parallel with that of Baljaffray Church for this
season.

Probationer Minister
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We have had a fun session
thinking about God’s amazing
creation and our responsibility
to look after it.  On the 24th of
June we will share with you all
some of the ways we have
looked at Genesis 1.

We have a lively bunch of young people and a great team of teachers.
This session three of our teachers are stepping down - Richard, Janet and
Kay.  They have all served a number of years and we can only say “Thank
you!”.   Laura Porter is coming onto the team and Fiona Renouf will move
up to help with the older group.  We are planning to have parents of the
younger group helping on a rota basis.  This has the benefit of allowing
parents to see what Sunday School is like with no responsibility of any
preparation.  If being a Sunday School teacher is something you think you
might like to do now, or in the future, please speak to me (Edith McEwan).

As usual our Sunday School teachers have a holiday over the summer and
we ask for volunteers to run Sunday School for those weeks.  Our young
people are a very important part of our church family and by having
activities for them we show our love and care for them.  As our numbers
are lower in the Summer we run one group for children aged 3-11.  We
ask for 3 volunteers per week and materials can be given: a bible story to
tell, a craft to make, time for chat, a snack and a prayer.  It’s fun!  In order
to volunteer you must have a valid PVG certificate.  A sign-up sheet will
be in the foyer from the beginning of June - please consider being a part
of this.
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This year’s Holiday Club is from Monday, 30th July to Friday, 3rd August,
each morning from  09:45-12:00.  The team is ready, the crafts are almost
prepared and “The Way of the Warrior” is in the developmental stages.
This year we will focus on the Armour of God – an encouragement to us
all that with God alongside us we are protected and strong!

It is suitable for children from the end of Primary 1 to the end of
Primary 7.  Registration forms are available from the office and on the
Church Facebook page.  It is £10 for the week for the first child in a family
and £5 for subsequent children.  Please do register by the 19th of June at
the latest.

Our list for required things is in the notice sheet – lots of silver, tinfoil, etc.
The focus on knights might have a bit to do with that!  If you would like
to help with the provision of snacks -  is the
and  the .  Please simply bring along biscuits and
crisps on these Sundays that will still be in date by the 3rd of August.

This is a real, whole church initiative.  Thank you for your support through
advertising, craft and food supplies, and prayer.

Looking forward with excitement!
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Recently, Ian has challenged us to think of our individual responsibility to
look after our planet, from the ethics of the food we buy, the way we
power our homes, to the disposal of packaging.  Some initiatives which
have been highlighted are:

○ Reducing our use of single-use plastics

○              Supporting recycling schemes such as
 Tesco ink cartridge reuse

○ ‘Meatfree Mondays’ and ‘shop local
 produce’ schemes

○  Using responsible energy providers

To recycle a retail slogan, ‘Every little helps…’

Christian Aid Scotland are taking this roadshow about climate awareness
around Scotland.
One event will take place in Glasgow on
at Renfield St Stephen's Centre, 260 Bath Street Glasgow G2 4JP.

For more information on Christian Aid events, see
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/events or phone Christian Aid Glasgow
tel:01412217475
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Here is a precis of the current work of the Church as outlined at the AGM.

The Finance Report and Budget have both been approved by  Session, as
Church trustees, as required by law.  Gross receipts were £137,885 and
expenditure £115699, a surplus of £22,186. Cash deposits total
£104,603. The budget allows for a small surplus for this year.

Thanks to David Scott, John Struthers, Malcolm McKidd and Pauline
Gallagher for their hard work in preparing the accounts.

Various highlights of the past year are as follows:

a) Numbers are holding up well following the change of service
time. We will continue to monitor for a while.

b) We have strong organisations, in particular Bible Class and Sun-
day School.  We owe Edith McEwan and her willing team of
volunteers our continuing support and thanks for their great work.

c) We continue to conduct services for the Buchanan and
 Mugdock Care Homes.
d) Thanks to June Richardson and her team, we have fifteen

regular Pastoral Visits to people’s houses and three care homes.
e) 101 members signed up for the Community Bible Experience.

Many thanks to Moira May and her team.
f) Session met five times.  There are 25 elders.
g) Challenges are ensuring rigorous application of the new Data

Protection Rules and Safeguarding.  All volunteers who do not
already have PVG certificates have to be trained, assessed and
obtain certificates prior to commencing any relevant work.  We
are indebted to Joyce McNae for so   willingly organising this.

h) Proposals are being discussed for improvement / extension of
 the Foyer.
i) Our new website is now up and running.  The address is

www.baljaffraychurch.org.uk.  Grateful thanks to all who helped
in this connection.
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In February we were delighted to appoint our magazine co-editor, Alan
McBride, as an elder.  Alan was previously an elder at Hyndland Parish
Church.

In the Bulletin is an article by my predecessor as Session Clerk, Moira, acknowl-
edging the great work which Ian has done for Baljaffray over the ten years of his
ministry here.  I fully endorse the terms of the article.  In particular, having read
about a Report approved by Assembly on the perilous state of the Church of
Scotland, Ian’s achievement is all the more remarkable.

Our success with youngsters is all down to Ian’s and Edith’s hard work.   We are
about to begin participating officially in ‘Path to Renewal’ although we are
already implementing much of its programme — one of many initiatives driven
by him.  Well done, Ian.

Session Clerk.
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Our next Communion Tea Service will be in September at a date still to
be arranged, and the following one  in November.  We will then meet
again in January, March and May.  If you have not been before, we would
love you to join us for the short informal Communion Service.

After the service there will be coffee, tea and home baking and a time to
mix and chat.  The cost is £2.   We look forward to welcoming you at these
services.

I would like to thank all volunteers who help on a Sunday morning with
the tea and coffee.  The fellowship we share after our worship is a very
important part of Sunday morning.   Your help with this is greatly
appreciated.

If anyone who is not already on the rota feels they could help out with
this, please speak to me.  The more volunteers we have means the fewer
times the volunteers need to do it. You don't need to make the tea or
coffee, just oversee the running of it and clear up at the end.

Many thanks again,
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It is a year since David died.  On the last two Sundays in April we had
retiral collections raising £1220, which has been sent to Lorna.
Here is Lorna's reply.

‘Please pass on my thanks to the church for remembering David and for
those very generous collections.   The one-year anniversary was difficult
in many ways, and yet at the same time we have a lot to give thanks to
God for in the way He has looked after our family, so often through the
love and concern shown by others.

Please thank everyone for their prayers and support.  Praying for you all
as you seek to be a local witness in Baljaffray - such an important work.
Encouraging to hear about the Path of Renewal’.

Daniel has exams at the end of May into June, then has a job offer in the
House of Commons Library involving research.  As security clearance he
had to give addresses for the past 5 years, which  was a grand total of 8!

When Matthew finishes exams, he will return to Japan  to try for a
summer job, before going back to Scotland to spend the second half
of his holiday gaining legal experience.

After Calum's midterm exams he will go with his football team to play in
an international competition in Madrid.

Alistair has school work, sports day and lots of football matches.

Lorna asks  us to please pray for the Lord's wisdom in the many
decisions which need to be made, especially leading decisions about the
boys' futures and in finding good ways forward to help members and
their families to stay and thrive in the field.
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On the 1st May 2008, Dr Ian McEwan was ordained as minister of
Baljaffray Parish Church.  My memory of that night is that the church was
packed - standing room only - and for some of us there wasn’t even
room in the church.  A truly auspicious night with the pomp of Presbytery
followed by fun and entertainment from our congregation.  That my
friends was just the beginning.  Ten years of a really remarkable ministry
in this place.

We have seen our congregation
grow not only in number but more
importantly in faith and commit-
ment to others less fortunate than
ourselves.  There is no doubt that
this is all due to the ministry of Ian.
We have come to expect challenging
sermons on Sunday mornings, but
we should never take this for
granted.  I wonder how many other
ministers get up at 5.30 on a Sunday
morning to make sure the sermon
and the service is the best that it can
be.  We hear about an aging and
dying church but because of the
vision and commitment of Ian we
are bucking the trend.  Not many
churches can say that they have a
vibrant Sunday School and not many
churches can claim to have young
families in their pews (in our case
seats) on a Sunday morning.
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Ten years have flown past.  From the outset I realised that we were
going to be forward looking and that our faith would be challenged as
never before.   Here was a humble man who didn’t want robes, didn’t
want to wear a dog collar and treated everyone as an equal whether they
were 2 years old, 22 years old or 92 years old. Gosh haven’t we been so
blessed in many ways over the last 10 years.

I have been very privileged to work with Ian as Session Clerk for the first
8 years of his ministry as I shared in his thoughts and his vision for our
church.  As I look back I know that God has been with us as we chose Ian,
witnessed his ordination and shared in his ministry here at Baljaffray.
Our thanks to Ian for all he has done for our congregation over the last
ten years and of course it would be very remiss of me if I didn’t add our
thanks to Edith who has become a great friend to all of us.

We wish God’s blessing on Ian as he continues his ministry.  Here’s to the
next 10 years!!
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We really need some more volunteers on our Creche Rota – the more
people we have on the Rota the less any one person has to do it. If you
have a PVG do think of speaking to Esther Fairley.

It’s an opportunity to get to know some of the youngest people in our
congregation for 30 minutes or so.  What’s not to like?!  If you are a
parent/carer with a Creche-age child could you make sure that you have
a PVG and are on the Rota.

Senior members of the congregation are once again invited to a special
afternoon performance on Thursday 21st June 2018.  The performance
will start at 2.00pm and refreshments will be provided.  Due to the
popularity of the concert, numbers attending will be needed no later
than 9th June for catering purposes.  Should you wish to sign up for this
concert – please see the sheet in the foyer.

For those who enjoy the music of David Lyon, Yvonne Lyon, Ellyn Oliver
and Alan McKinlay, Tearfund have announced their 50th Anniversary
Jubilee Concert at Bearsden Baptist Church on Friday 22nd June (7.00pm
for 7.30pm).  The cost is £6.00 per person and tickets are available at the
door on the night.  The music will provide reflection on Jubilee themes,
exploring restoration, freedom and love.
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May marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Church of Scotland approving
the ordination of women ministers.  While it may seem unbelievable
today that an obstacle to the ministry of women existed well into the
1960s, even then it was not overcome without a hard-fought campaign
by a group of women who had experienced God’s call.

Women were admitted to study divinity by the Universities but could not
then take the next step to be ministers.  Dr Elizabeth Hewat, Margaret
Forrester, Mary Weir, Sheila White, and Mary Lusk began a campaign to
change this. The first petition by Mary Lusk  to address the Assembly on
ordination in 1963 was turned down flat. Presented with evidence of a
lack of thought in some of the opposing arguments, such as ‘women’s
brains can’t manage Hebrew’ and the vague, ‘now is not the time’, the
women felt that now was very much the time.

Their campaign continued for the next four years until 1967, when an
open letter which they had written was again refused by commissioners.
Expecting little interest, the group held a press conference.  The ensuing
press coverage sparked public debate, and by 1968 the Assembly caught
up with public opinion and voted in favour of women’s ordination.

In 1969 the Reverend Catherine McConnachie was ordained as an assist-
ant minister and four years later the Reverend Effie Irvine was ordained
as a parish minister.  To mark the anniversary on  22nd May, 500 women
sang and marched to the Assembly Building in tribute to a group of
dedicated women who went on to serve God as they knew they should.
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The 1st Bearsden Company celebrated its 120th anniversary in May.  The
principal guest at the Annual Inspection in Partick Burgh Hall was Rear
Admiral Michael Gregory OBE, Lord Lieutenant of Dunbartonshire.   He
congratulated the Boys on their turnout and on presenting innovative
display items.  He also presented three senior Boys with their Queen’s
Badges (the highest award in the Boys’ Brigade).

Over 50 ex-members of the company, whose membership as Boys
spanned every decade from the 1940’s, held a reunion on the evening
following the inspection, where many memories were exchanged.
Following a parade of current and ex-members to Bearsden Cross Parish
Church, a 120th birthday cake was enjoyed at the BB Hall.

The Junior Section recently held an
activities weekend at PGL Dalguise
and the Company  Section Master-
team  team won the Brigade UK
trophy in Liverpool (for the second
year running).
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You are invited to ‘STANDING STRONG’, an Open Doors celebration in
Glasgow on November 10th, 10am to 4pm at , 56
Clarendon Place (next to St George’s Cross subway).

Meet extraordinary families from North Korea, Egypt and India, sharing
news from the persecuted church in their country.  This will be a one-day
celebration of God's faithfulness in places where faith costs more.  There
will be times of prayer and worship .

Book before 31st July for an early bird price of £10, refreshments
included.  There will be an option to buy lunch at registration for £5.00

Don't miss this great chance to hear about some amazing journeys and
share in praise.

For more information contact Open Doors UK & Ireland or Liz Findlay.
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Summer is  here and many of us will be
heading off on holiday.     Wherever we
go, we will have new experiences and
the chance to meet new people,
perhaps by visiting a local church.

Whether you find yourself in Arran or Australia, Newquay or New York,
if you visit a new church or Sunday School, write a short ‘postcard’ to us
for the next bulletin and tell us about the experience (a note or an email
to the editors when you get home would be fine).

We will include as many as possible in our August/September issue.

Scotland seems to be the ‘go-to’ destination for filmmakers owing to its
wealth of scenic locations, including many historic churches.

How good a film or TV buff are you?  How is your knowledge of Scottish
places?  Test yourself with these questions about Scottish churches
used as filming locations (answers at the bottom of page 23 ).

a) ‘Our Lady of the Braes’ Church
closed in 1980,  but was used in a
 famous 1983 Scottish film, even
though it is nowhere near a tele-
phone box.  Name the film and
one of the American lead actors.
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b) Name the capital kirkyard featured in ‘The Prime of Miss Jean
Brodie’ and also in a film about a famous pet.

c) Located in a town with a history of royal
links, this church (pictured) appeared in the
‘Outlander’ series first episode as  ‘Dalneigh
Church’.  What is the church’s real name?

d) Broughton-McDonald church in Edinburgh was ‘transported’ to
Paris in this 1981 multi-Oscar winning film with a stirring sound-
track.  Name the film and the character who attended the church.
(And for a bonus, can you name the Parisian church?)

e) Name this church (pictured) used for
the 2016 remake of a Scottish classic
comedy based on a real event in
1941.  Not far away is a windmill.
Name the church and the film.

f) Arbuthnott Church (pictured) was a
location in the 2015 film of a Scottish
novel set in a north-east farming
community.   Name the film/novel.

g) A dramatic backdrop to 2018’s ‘Avengers Infinity War’, the grand
kirk was once the scene of a female ‘avenger’, her weapon:
small furniture.   Name the church and the angry female.
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6th May 2018  Ella Rose Margaret Clark, baby daughter of Donald and
   Jennifer Clark, Bearsden.

Congratulations to Syd and Sylvia Finnie who
celebrated their Golden Wedding in March.

Golden Wedding congratulations to Ian and Joyce
Hart who celebrated their anniversary in May.

Baljaffray Parish Church and all in it, have given me a renewed  love of
God and his son who suffered so much for us.

I think a family-oriented church like ours inspires people  to make  sacri-
fices for others.     I write this sitting in the garden in the sun, thanking
God for another beautiful day, and I am sending up a prayer to Him
asking for help for the poor and needy.    Peace for the world and for
man to love his fellow man and all the living things on earth.
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Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers
which you gave my mum.    It was so kind and
thoughtful of you and are very much appreciated.

Thank you for the beautiful flowers received on our Golden Wedding.   I
always feel a kindness when I enter the church and everyone is so
welcoming.   I am glad to be a member and feel I belong.   Thank you for
your warm wishes.

A thank you to those who did the flowers for the Spring bouquet I received.

What a nice surprise I got when I opened the door and a cheery face
handed me the bunch of flowers.      It does an old heart a great deal of
good.  The kindness shown to me by Baljaffray Parish Church really
overawes me and I appreciate being a member.    Many, many thanks to
all for your hard work in the Church and best wishes to all for good health
and a lovely summer ahead.

The flowers were very much appreciated at this sad time of year for us.

The flowers lasted for three weeks in our porch:   cheering us up every
time we went in or out.

It was so lovely to know that the thoughts and kindness of my friends in
the congregation were with me during my illness.

How kind of you all to think of me at Easter.    Flowers lift the spirits with
their lovely colours and bring a sense of peace.
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Grateful thanks to those who have donated to the church flowers

8th     April  Margaret Paul / Ann Fergus

15th April  Church Flowers

22nd April  Maureen Kerr

29th   April  Caroline Clark

6th   May  Arlene Morrison / June & Ian Richardson

13th   May  Anne MacConnacher

20th   May  Debbie McLeod

27th   May  Joyce McNae

3rd     June  Church Flowers

10th   June  Margery Henderson

17th   June  Jan Gillies

24th   June  Elizabeth Newgreen

Thanks for handing in your used stamps.  Please keep the stamps coming.
This year the stamps will support the training  of Ministers in the
Presbyterian  Church of South Sudan.      Last year's appeal raised over
£4,000 and it would be great if more could be raised in 2018.

Thanks to everyone who donated glasses.  We took 89 pairs of glasses to
Blythswood Care to go overseas.   I have already received more glasses
since then, so if you have any unused glasses lying around, please consid-
er donating them.
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This year Wee June's Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday 7th August at
10.30 a.m.  The admission is £2.00 and this includes tea or coffee and
home baking.  Children are free.

Donations of books, toys, raffle prizes, gifts and baking can be brought
to the church on Sunday 5th August, or on Monday 6th August between
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

I always really appreciate your support on the day, so please come
along and bring your friends too!

Just advanced notice that we are having our ‘Welcome To Church Sun-
day’ on Sunday 9th September.    We will be covering Baljaffray and
Bonnaughton, so nearer the time you can expect a 'Welcome to Church
Sunday' postcard through your door.   You will hear more about this on
the Sundays leading up to the 9th September.

a) ‘Local Hero’; Burt Lancaster or Peter Reigart   b) Greyfriars (Bobby)

c)     Falkland Parish Church  d)  ‘Chariots of Fire’; Eric Liddell ( Scots Church in Paris)

         e)    St Monans; ‘Whisky Galore!’  f) ‘Sunset Song’

         g)  St Giles Cathedral; Jenny Geddes, said to have thrown a stool at the
         minister in 1637
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