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Dates For Your Diary
2nd Sep

10:00am

Worship and Communion

7th Sep

10:30am

Tea service and Communion

9th Sep

10:00am

“Welcome To Church” Sunday

16th Sep

11:00am

Fairtrade: provisions

8th Oct

7:30pm

The Guild “The Big Sing”

14th Oct

11:00am

Fairtrade: provisions and gifts

10th Nov

10:00 - 16:00 Open Doors “Standing Strong”
Findlay Memorial Church
Clarendon Place,Glasgow

Cover image: “Zacchaeus up a tree” by Henry Martin
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E-mail:minister@baljaffaychurch.org.uk

Dear Friends,
It feels like it has been a long hot summer! I hope you have enjoyed it!
We are all aware of huge changes taking place in society, with organisations and institutions increasingly struggling to adapt to the pace of
change. Ask yourself this, “Over the last five years, where have you done
more shopping - ebay or House of Fraser?”
And so…..Baljaffray has become part of something called Path of
Renewal. This is a movement within the Church of Scotland which is
seeking to help congregations and ministers re-think and re-imagine
what it means to be church in the twenty-first century. In many ways,
over the last few years, we have been engaged with Path of Renewal
anyway – we just hadn’t formally been signed up to it. When I first
brought Path of Renewal to the Kirk Session one keen observer said
something like, “Yes this all sounds great, but aren’t we doing this
anyway?” I think that comment was astute; it certainly brought a quiet
smile to my face.
So, what exactly is Path of Renewal and why should we be part of it? In
response to the first part of this question, here is a very helpful
explanation of it written by Liz Crumlish, a minister in the Church of
Scotland, who is currently working to help congregations engage with
Path of Renewal.
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Liz says,
“Path of Renewal is focused on developing missional churches, with the
three key characteristics:
● Vibrant, attractive, worshipping communities
● who are forming people in faith
● and connected with their wider communities

In terms of outcome these are designed to lead to
● growth in numbers
● a deepening commitment to Christ
● and a growing impact on the community.

In the training we do with ministers we are providing an understanding
that leadership to achieve this is not driven from the top, but in helping
people catch a fresh vision for church life and growth. Understanding
this, the leadership in the local church then “own” and drive the changes
needed.
The changes are therefore not cosmetic nor dependent upon the minister
currently in post remaining there. Instead, the whole culture of the local
church should be changed to become more outward focused with
revitalised worship and congregational life.
To achieve this, ministers are asked to invest heavily in a few people who
have the potential to be future leaders as well as those already in
leadership roles. This helps to build leadership capacity - which is
absolutely essential for future development.
As I think you’ll appreciate, this requires ministers investing in their own
reading, thinking and development as well as the development of others.
We see this as short-term pain for long-term gain as the development of
new leaders who take responsibility for developing the work and witness
of the church alleviates the pressure on ministers further down the line.
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This is about ministers having the space and time to develop the next
generation of leaders and to develop the work and witness of the church
in new ways. It will involve them committing time to those new leaders
and new developments but in time they will be able to leave them in the
hands of those they have trained, nurtured and developed.”
A really good question to ask ourselves is where are we on this journey?
I would like to think (after ten years as your minister!) that it doesn’t feel
to you as if we have made no progress along this path. Good questions
to be asking are “Are we a vibrant, attractive, worshipping community?
How can we become more vibrant and more attractive? Are we forming
people in faith? What more might we be doing in forming people in
faith? “
One of my personal criticisms of my own ministry is that I haven’t done
enough to develop new leaders within the church. One of the muchneeded shifts within Church of Scotland congregations, which Path of
Renewal emphasises, is that we all should become a little less ministercentred and much more focused on
. If I were completing our report card in this area – then I would be
writing “could do better – plenty room for improvement”. Room for
improvement can be such a wonderful and hopeful phrase.
And so, I think that I have already answered the second part of the
question that I posed above. Why be part of Path of Renewal? The
answer is of course that, although we might have started this journey, we
definitely haven’t yet arrived. And, if being part of this movement helps
you and me to take further steps along this path toward being more fully
the people God calls us to be, then that has to be a good thing.
Over the next few months our services will be focusing on Path of
Renewal and exploring some of the insights and themes that it seeks to
encourage in us. We look at Bible stories such as the little guy from Luke
19 – Zacchaeus – and what Jesus, by accepting this diminutive
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outsider into his kingdom, shows us about what church should be like.
We will also dig in to some less well-known parts of Scripture such as the
call of the Lord to Samuel as a young child in 1 Samuel 3 and through this
we will explore listening and obeying God’s call on our lives. We will also
look at what a wee girl did in 2 Kings 5 when she had the courage to speak
love into a difficult situation when it would have been much easier to stay
silent. Read these stories ahead of time. Read them again, live with
them and listen to what God might be saying to your life and your
circumstances through them.
In these stories Zacchaeus, Samuel and a young girl taken into slavery all
have one big thing in common; they each were just pretty ordinary, in
everyone else’s eyes they were “nothing special”. But the Lord knew
something different. They are now woven into the great story of God’s
work in the world; your place in this story is currently being written. Who
and what is God calling you to do and be?
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Another session begins. It was lovely to have time on Sunday getting to
know each other in our new groups - and new teachers too! Our
youngest group has the same staff - Linda Martin, Carol Johns, Sheila
Reid, Karen Henderson, and Sheena Aitken. Fiona Renouf has moved up
to the older group along with Laura Porter and Edith McEwan.
Bible Class have David Cameron and Pamela
Graham along with our new Youth Worker,
Daniel Craib.
As usual at the beginning of a session we like to
update our contact records. Over the next couple of weeks please make
sure we have the correct address, phone number, email address and the
correct information about allergies and where photos can be shown. If
information has changed please do speak to us.
We will be encouraging the children to realise that they are an active part
of the church and not just waiting until they are old enough. Our Bible
clearly shows God using people of all ages - no upper or lower limit! It’s
exciting to encourage them in their relationships with God and to help
them learn to listen for Him and to obey.
This might sound serious but I can assure you we do it through games,
crafts and friendship. Interactive church!
We are so fortunate to have so many children. If you are a parent and
your child is aged between three and seven we would ask that you
consider going on a rota to be an extra pair of hands if required. This will
allow you to see Sunday School in action and maybe even lead you to
being a teacher in the future. You would need to have a PVG so, if that is
in place, do tell one of the teachers that you can be added to the rota.
(Sunday School Coordinator)
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What an amazing five days at
As a church we live in
the middle of our community and part of our vision is to serve and
share the love of Jesus with them. There was a real sense this year that
that is what we are doing. Here are some quotes from our Klubbers:

- Robbie McLeod, P5

- Cammy Philip, P7

- Katie Crook, P5

Finlay Crook, P4

- Carrie Crook P7

- Iona Rickards

- Heather Rickards

- Scott Renouf, P7

- Cora Renouf
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We had 80 children at our Klub every day, all having a great time!
For some of the children who come this is their only connection with
church and here are some quotes from a couple of their parents:
- “so well organised with so many helpers, incredible!!”
- “my daughter is loving it. She says it’s the best thing she has ever been
too, even better than our all-inclusive holiday to Majorca!!”
Better than an all-inclusive holiday for £10 and that was before the horse!
That a parent noticed how many people were willing to give up their time
and be there is a huge encouragement. This is one way we serve our
community and we had over 40 people making it happen.
Loving Jesus involves serving others. We had a huge team doing just that.
Thank you all!
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I have helped out with the Holiday Club for the last couple of years and
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. This year brought a fresh challenge
as I was assigned to the “craft room”.
As a young girl, I always enjoyed cutting things out, colouring them in or
making collages - so this seemed like a throwback to my childhood! Each
day we had three groups come in to be given instructions on their
mission and away we went. It was a real “glitter and glue” fest, and great
fun was had by all. You will have seen the fruits of their labour in the
Church over the last couple of weeks. I highly recommend the craft room
to all - the little kids and the big kids!
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The Kingdom Klub was such an amazing week. The crafts were very
glittery, the games were quite crazy and of course, the horse!
But for me, the best part was hearing stories from the
Bible, teaching me to always trust God, no matter
what. Mr McMagic taught me about many different
people from the Bible which really helped me through
the week. I learned that when times are hard, if things
aren’t going your way in life, put on the armour of
God, and have faith that God will get you through.
God is wiser, God is stronger, God is more patient and
more loving, why wouldn’t you trust in someone like
that!
“If our God is for us, then what can stand against us.”
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Do you recall happy times looking after
babies or toddlers? Would you be good
with soft toys and playing with Duplo?
Well, the crèche needs volunteers. All that
you need is a valid PVG certificate, which
the church can organise. Volunteers would
be added to the crèche rota to support one
Sunday in four.
If you are interested in helping with the youngest members of the church
family, please speak to Edith or Esther.

The next Tea Service With Communion will be on Friday 7th September
at 10.30 a.m. This will be a short service including Communion followed
by tea, coffee and home baking and chat. The cost is £2 each and you are
free to bring along family and friends.
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We are planning a “Welcome to Church Sunday” on September 9th. This
offers a window of opportunity to encourage our friends and neighbours
to either return to church, or to come along for the first time to see what
we're about! Postcards have now arrived and we plan to deliver an invite
to all households in the parish. This will require volunteers willing to
deliver cards: please do help out if you can!

While we are inviting all our parish via a postcard, this may be an ideal
time to consider who might appreciate a personal invite from you.
Perhaps you've encouraged someone to come along and received a
'maybe...' in the past? Please prayerfully consider who might be waiting
for a word from you before they venture into our church building.

There will be an update in the next Bulletin. In the meantime please
continue to keep Lorna and the rest of the family in your thoughts and
prayers.
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A huge thank you to everyone who helped make WJCM a great success.
So many to say thank you to: for donations of baking and raffle prizes,
setting up and pricing on Monday, manning the stalls, looking after the
raffle, serving teas and clearing up on the day. Your help is greatly
appreciated.
Thanks to local businesses for their generosity:
● Lidl Baljaffray for their box of goodies
● Co-op Mosshead for their bag full of treats
● Farmfoods
● the ladies’ hairdresser at the precinct
and for all other donations to the raffle.
Thank you for all your support on the day. I am grateful that so many of
you came along to the event and am amazed at and delighted with the
total of £801.65, which exceeds last year’s fund-raiser.
Everything left on the stalls was donated to St Margaret's Hospice Shop
and Debra.
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For a week over the Summer I led at a Scripture Union camp in Aviemore.
It wasn’t something I had really expected to do, I only heard about the
camp a month before it started. But I knew God was really pushing me
to do it, so I joined the team.
Scripture Union camps give children the chance to hear about Jesus
whilst also enjoying some great activities. My group took me along
gorge-walking, where I got incredibly muddy, I led Shelter Building,
where I got water poured over me. And I also happened to be the one
person who fell off their bike all week in trail biking, which the campers
and the instructor found very amusing!
The most important part of the camp though
happens at the evening session, where the kids
get to hear about Jesus, some of them hearing
the gospel for the first time. The teaching was
based on 1st and 2nd Kings and concluded with
the one perfect King, Jesus.
On the last day, I spoke to my group about how they can continue to
learn about Jesus outside of camp. One of my boys said he really wanted
to read more of the Bible, which he had never read before coming to
camp. Another said he wanted to start going to Church, which for an
11-year-old takes real courage. It was really encouraging to see Jesus
working away!
I probably won’t see most of the campers again. That is the most
challenging part of camp. I will never know how Jesus is working in them,
what seeds have been planted. All I can do is trust and pray that God has
got it covered, that God knows what’s best for them.
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Our new session opens on Monday 8th October. The new theme is "One
Journey, Many Roads", and we will be exploring many roads over the
coming months. ‘The Clyde Coastal Path’ is the topic one evening, the
‘Travels of Robert Louis Stevenson’ another and an amusing evening is
promised with ‘Travel Gone Wrong’.

Our first meeting will be ‘The Big Sing’, when we hope to send members
home full of joy and fellowship after an evening joining together singing
rousing, well-loved hymns. All members of the congregation who love
singing are most welcome to come along and join voices with us.
The subscription this year will be fourteen pounds and the syllabus will
be available in October. If any member needs transport to meetings
please get in touch with me. All are welcome at the Guild and we offer
friendship, fellowship, interesting evenings and great home baking!
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In the last Bulletin we invited you to send in a “postcard” telling of any
churches you visited on holidays. Thank you to the following travellers:

On holiday in Norway, Moira and I visited this small church in the town
of OLDEN, where I saw a picture of their church elders, and thought
immediately this could be the new dress code for elders at Baljaffray.
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On a summer cruise we had a choice of visits and chose Lourdes. The
name of Lourdes has always been a mystery to me. People go on
pilgrimages, many in the hope of healing. It seemed a very special place
but primarily for the Roman Catholic faith. On the way we were shown a
film of the life of a young teenager, Bernadette Soubirous.
One day while out with friends she felt something in the air – and saw the
first of eighteen visions of a Lady. Soon crowds were following her to
where the visions took place. Afterwards a spring appeared and some
people were cured of ailments by either drinking or showering in the
water. This is now the Grotto to which people flock.
When we arrived, there were thousands of people. The Grotto is very
small and there is a church built just above it on the hill, Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. Below is
another church, Rosary Basilica as
well as the nearby Underground
Basilica of St Pius X. There was a
line of fountains or taps with
drinking water from the well. We
wanted to visit the place where
the infirm go for “healing” but the
baths only open at certain times.
On the way back we met constant traffic of people being pushed along in
wheelchairs and bath chairs towards the place of healing. It was so
moving. Lots of young people take time off to help look after a sick
person and take them to the waters. It reminded me of the story of
friends who took their sick friend to be healed by Jesus but could not get
near him because of the crowds, so they lowered the friend through the
roof of the house Jesus was in and the man was healed.
It was a thought-provoking day.
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In July we attended a beautiful wedding in the church of St Fachtna, set
on a hill near the picturesque
village and harbour of Glandore,
County Cork. Built in 1860, the
church is named after Fachtna,
who established a monastery and
school in the sixth century in the
area now known as Rosscarbery.

The church was a warm, welcoming
place of worship and the marriage
service inspiring and inclusive. A
happy, joyful day of Irish-Scottish
celebration

If you have visited another church on your holidays, send the editors a
‘postcard’ message for the next edition to remind us of summer travels
when winter has arrived.
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Our fair trade stalls at church for the months up to
Christmas will be held on the following Sundays:
● 16 September – food & drink
● 14 October
– food & drink plus Christmas cards and gifts
In November and December, we’ll also have several Christmas stalls at
which you’ll be able to choose charity Christmas cards and gifts.

It’s always interesting to hear directly from the people who grow or make
fair trade goods, about how things are going for them: what concerns
they have and what’s going well for them. These are the people who can
tell us about the difference fair trade makes in their everyday lives.
We’ll have the opportunity to join a meeting on 27th September at
Gavin’s Mill at 7.30pm, when two of the farmers who grow Kilombero
rice will talk about their experiences. We also hope to host them at
Baljaffray Church, so please look out for details of these events. You may
remember the 90kg rice challenge completed a few weeks ago – these
farmers will know young people who are able to go to secondary school
because their families have sold rice through the fair trade importer JTS.
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We are moving onto a new phase in the life of Gavin’s Mill. The Fair Trade
shop and café have been open for more than 18 months now and we’re
turning towards the charity behind the business, Gavin’s Mill Community
Project. We are planning to buy the Mill and develop it to enable us to
fulfil our charitable objectives. I’m expecting to have a lot more to say
about this over the coming months – please keep an eye open for news
and ask me for more information!

There was an excellent turnout for the Strawberry Afternoon Tea which
was held on Friday 1st June. We all enjoyed music provided by Baljaffray
Primary School and a total of £336 went to St Margaret's Hospice.

If you have any spare glasses please give them to me in time for them to
be included with the box packing afternoon. Keep the stamps coming
too. Thanks!
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The following were welcomed into the church family:
17th June 2018:

Nathan Patrick McIntyre and Abigail Muriel
McIntyre, children of Lesley and Andrew McIntyre
and grandchildren of Joyce and Grant McNae.

29th July 2018:

Chloe Joyce Valerie Strang, daughter of Jenna
and Grant Strang.

Many congratulations to the following couples who recently celebrated
their golden weddings…
Ian and June Richardson in June
Robert and Irene Nicolson in July
Derrick and Anne Kesson in August
Andrew and Anne Craig in August

Thank you for the lovely flowers and prayers for me and my family at
the time of my Aunt's passing in July.
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Fischy Music is celebrating its 20th anniversary with a special concert in
Edinburgh’s Assembly Rooms on October 6. Tickets at £7 are available
from the website www.fischy.com.
In its anniversary year the group is hoping to hear from people who have
been touched by its work over those two decades. The Edinburgh-based
children’s music charity has worked with around half a million children
across the UK and beyond since 1998, and is a familiar presence at church
events and schools around Scotland.
Founder Stephen Fischbacher says: “As we look ahead to the next 20
years of Fischy Music, we would like to get a better picture of the
long-term effect of our work.”

“We are looking to get feedback from young adults who have experienced Fischy Music, either directly in school or church or have just heard
one or two of the songs. We would like to get a clearer idea what sort of
impact our songs and approach has had, if any, on the wellbeing of these
young adults several years on.
If you would be willing to do a short online survey and/or if you have a
Fischy story to tell we would love to hear from you.”
For more information visit the website or Fischy’s Facebook page.

Article adapted from Life and Work Aug 2018
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