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Dates For Your Diary
2 Dec

10:00 am

6 Dec

7:30 pm
Tearfund Concert
(if anything like previous years, a ‘must-go-to event’)

9 Dec

10:00 am

Gift Service for Glasgow City Mission

10 Dec

7:30 pm

‘Dunbartonshire Guilds Together’
Carol Service, St Paul’s, Milngavie

14 Dec

11:30 am

Seniors’ Christmas Lunch
Short Service followed by festive lunch
and a special visitor.

16 Dec

10:00 am
2:00 pm

The Nativity Service led by the Sunday
School
Sunday School Party

23 Dec

10:00 am

All-age service

24 Dec

7:00 pm

All-age Christmas Eve Celebration

11:30 pm

Watchnight Service
(mulled wine and mince pies)

10:30 am

Christmas Day Service

25 Dec

Youth-led service: ‘Homelessness’
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E-mail:minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk

Dear Friends,
I confess that by nature I’m an optimist – my glass is generally half full and
even then I’m still looking about for someone to come along and fill it up
to the brim. And if that attitude sounds far too cheery for a Scottish
winter, then let me say that the image comes straight out the Twentythird Psalm. The line at the end of verse 5, “and my cup overflows”,
speaks to us of the joy, fullness, abundance, extravagance of life with the
Lord.
And yet, I think many of us, me included, increasingly feel a sense of
trepidation. When I look at the world, there is quite honestly much to be
disturbed about. Climate change is no longer just a problem for developing countries - it is here with us now. Plastics in the ocean and our own
environment have suddenly become a major threat. There are worries
over Brexit, political instability in UK and what ‘the Donald’ is going to do
or say next. What grounds do we have to be optimistic as 2018 draws to
a close?
It is important for us to realise that Jesus was born into a world in crisis.
In fact, he became ‘one of us’ precisely because the world was in crisis.
The mission of God is a mission to a world which needs help urgently. We
would all be in a better place if we learned to ‘lean harder’ on the Lord.
It is too easy for us to put our trust in money, health, career success or
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pension plans. But all these things are less secure and stable than we
ever imagine. Better by far to “trust in the Lord”.
So, take a moment, and right now is almost certainly the very best time
for this moment, to pray an advent prayer, ‘Come, Lord Jesus, come now,
for we need you more than ever’. Pray this for your own life, for your
friends and family, for our nation, for Europe, for our world. And as you
do this, feel the gradual release of the tension and the worry as you ‘lean
harder’ by handing over your concerns, worries and troubles to the One
who can do something about them.
And after you have prayed this Advent prayer let us make a shared
commitment to living out the line from the Lord’s prayer “may your
kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven”. This is a plea for God to act,
to intervene, to set things right. It is also a statement of our commitment
to live and act in a way that brings this heavenly Kingdom nearer to life
on Earth, “Come, Lord Jesus, Come”. This year our Christmas theme
invites us to help homeless people through
and
refugees through
It is bitterly ironic that in his early years of
life, Jesus was both homeless and also a refugee fleeing Herod’s violence.
The world He created did not afford the Creator a great welcome or offer
much in the way of hospitality on his arrival. Jesus, having had direct
experience of both, calls us to live and act with grace and generosity to
counteract these two wrongs.
There are further details of what both these wonderful charities are
doing to help later on in the magazine. Both are equally inspiring, and
they bring hope (dare we say optimism?) that good will prevail because
of what Christ has already done for a world in crisis. We count it a
privilege to be able to support what they are doing to bring healing in this
beautiful, but broken world.
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This year our decorative theme for Christmas is refugees and the
homeless. As we start to journey towards the manger we would like to
cover the walls with pictures of refugees and the homeless taking their
journey of hope to new countries. We have a band of willing volunteers
already in place making a start on this theme.
You can help by looking for images of
refugees and the homeless. The
Internet is a great place to start.
From 2nd December onwards bring
your pictures and put them up on the
walls as they take their journey of
hope.

Daniel has joined the Baljaffray team as the first Youth Minister of the
Church. He has just returned to Scotland from two years at Bethel
Church, Redding, California, where he studied theology, ministry and
mission, latterly focusing on Youth Ministry. Previously he studied
‘Fitness, Health and Exercise’ at college, has worked as a gardener and
also as a church caretaker
He has a heart for God and for being a disciple and mentor to young
people in their relationship with Jesus. He loves exercise, and also enjoys
music and playing Nintendo games.
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We hope you’ve noticed our posters at the back of the church showing
who we have put in our November ‘Faithful Hall of Fame’.

The children were learning about Joseph: “a faithful hero”.
The main date for the diary is
at the morning service and the
the

when we will host
in the afternoon.

For the Nativity we would like everyone to consider dressing up as
someone or some animal from the Christmas story. Yes, that’s right –
EVERYONE! Young and old! Let’s all join in. Whatever you did not get to
be as a child now is your chance. We are encouraging the younger group
to be angels and animals and the older group to be Marys, Josephs,
shepherds and wise men.
The party will be from 2-4 pm. Please email Edith McEwan if your child is
coming, as a certain someone needs to know in advance. The same
certain someone is planning to arrive about 3.45 pm. All Sunday School
children are welcome and if creche children would like to come along we
just ask that they have an adult with them - again please let us know in
advance.
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Our Bible Class will be taking the service on the 2nd of December, taking
an unusual but thoughtful slant for the first Sunday in Advent.
December is our gift service when we bring unwrapped gifts for
The
children in Glasgow who would otherwise not get much this Christmas.
The
December service will be all age
is geared
for children and our informal service on
involves bringing along a favourite gift. Celebrating the birth of Jesus
together is so important!

201 shoe boxes packed! Amazing! So much love in a simple shoe box.
A real combined, congregational event. Thank you all who contributed
time, gifts, cooking skills, etc and a particular thanks to our knitters
(man and women!!).
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On October 22nd, the speaker at the Guild was Alan Swanson, who is in
charge of the Shoebox Appeal. He has been on delivery runs and brought
images from last year's deliveries to Eastern Europe. The joy on the faces
of the people receiving the boxes was heart-warming.

Many Guild members had thought that the boxes only went to children,
but we discovered that many elderly people are left in crumbling,
deserted villages, while the young people have gone to the big cities or
emigrated. They have very little and are so grateful for warm clothing,
toiletries and candles to save on power. The group that receives the
fewest donations are teenage boys and young men and yet they too need
warm clothes and toiletries; far more donations are given for teenage
girls.
Each delivery run costs around £40,000, so
most of the profits from the charity's shops go
toward this. Blythswood works in Africa and
Pakistan as well. Alan's obvious enthusiasm
and care inspired many Guild members to buy
further donations. What did most of us buy?
Warm clothes and toiletries for teenage boys!
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To mark the recent 100-year anniversary of the end of World War I,
Norma Kelly has allowed us to share a letter from her great-uncle, John
Cunningham, to his parents. The letter was written in France, April 1916.
Brought up in Hamilton, John had emigrated to Canada but when war
broke out, he joined up with many other British Canadians.
Norma assumes the letter was received after his death on 7th June 1917.
“What strikes me about it is the amazing strength of his faith in God.”
Dear Father and Mother,
I write this on the 2nd of April while lying out in a nice green field in one
of the most beautiful and home-like parts of France it has been our
fortune to be sent to. It is a Sunday afternoon and the sun is shining bright
on a land fresh with the signs of Spring and alive with the noise of the
birds. It is a day such as makes one feel glad to be alive; yet the faint boom
of the guns reminds us that War is going on near us and that the prospect
of life to us meantime is qualified with all its chances. In a few days we
move up to a place where we know not what awaits us, but where we
know many of our comrades have found their graves.
This morning I was at the church parade of two of our Battalions and
heard a good address from the text "I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me". The padre asked us to remember the words as
we go forward to take our place in the line around Ypres. He also referred
to the loss of a very dear friend of us all, Captain Harry Whiteman of the
Y.M.C.A. who, fit and well some ten days ago, was yesterday called home.
I knew Captain Whiteman personally, and all he was and did, and feel a
peculiar sense of sorrow at such a useful life being cut off. But the
communion afterwards reminded us that Christ too died; and who can
question the wisdom of God? And isn't there a rising again? It is in case
the day for me too may come suddenly that I write this short message.
Not that I have any presentiment of coming change. I go forward looking
to God and trusting by his help to do my duty. Yet one never knows what
a day may bring forth.
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If the call comes, I am prepared and will go without pang of sorrow, unless
that of leaving you and the friends who have been so good to me. It is a
great cause for which so many have already fallen; one for which it is a
privilege to pay the last great sacrifice. But God grant the result may be
a lasting peace.
You have been so good to me that I can never repay the debt. All I possess
in knowledge and in character I owe to your good guidance, and I would
always have you think of me as a grateful son. Whether I have shown my
gratitude by obedience and service as I ought, it is for God to judge, but I
have always tried to, and been truly sorry when my conduct has caused
you any pain.
Towards God I have always striven to render true obedience: and sought
to guide my life as I thought he would have me do, keeping Jesus as my
pattern. I have failed at times, and as many times asked forgiveness. I
am conscious of failings ever present with me, and seek by his help to
conquer them. I have failed to practise the presence of God: Life is so
distracting. But I have remembered and been strengthened and feel that
although I forget sometimes, I am not forgotten.
Good for its own sake I have ever loved. It is the right thing and quite as
natural as the other thing if given growth by practice. But evil is so strong,
because so often given in to by us all that to have to associate with it and
yet to keep it away, is hard. It is in my mind it has tried me, but by thinking
against it I have usually driven it away. If we could always be thinking of
doing good, how much easier it would be. I have found much good and
had many pleasant times from the friendship and comradeship of others.
I have tried to live in the spirit of the golden rule, and have always
considered I had a duty to, and was interested in, the happiness of others.
If I have succeeded in this, I have not lived in vain, which God grant may
be the case.
I recall the old verse from the psalms - "My lines have been cast in very
pleasant places", while I remember the good folks at Stonehouse where I
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spent so many happy times; the church and Mr. Paterson from guided
association with which I came to see for myself its help and value, and
chose it as a source and means of help in after years: for the pleasant
business and school relationships I had in Hamilton and elsewhere.
Archie, my brother, will I hope survive the war and be spared to live a
God-fearing and useful life. Annie I am proud of and hope she will turn
out to be a true lady and a real comfort to you. Give my best wishes to
David and the bairns, as well as to all our other relations and friends.
Don't mourn for me, there is a Rising again.
My best love, and God's blessing on you all.
Your affectionate son.
John.

We visited John's grave earlier this year in a small cemetery on the edge
of a hamlet in northern France. It is a beautiful spot, very peaceful and
well cared for, full of flowers, with horses grazing in the nearby field. I
feel his sacrifice has been respected. I was able to leave, beside his grave,
pebbles that our grandchildren had painted for him. Now, whenever we
pass a war memorial, they insist on getting some flowers to lay at it for
uncle John! I hope that one day they too will make the journey.
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On November 10th we attended the ‘Standing Strong Celebration’ to
meet some of our extraordinary family from North Korea, Egypt, India,
countries with very high levels of persecution against Christians. It was a
privilege to hear of such immense faith and passion for the Lord God.
At our prayer group we have been praying for the release of Asia Bibi, a
Christian mother of six, on death row for about ten years in Pakistan.
Finally, on October 31st the Supreme Court ordered her release. Asia had
been charged with alleged blasphemy against the Muslim faith at the
village water pump. Open Doors has been supporting her and her family.
It is hoped that they will be able to leave the country, as returning home
is not a safe option. We will continue to pray for her.
Good news from Sudan x 3!
· Bibles which had been locked up in customs for many years have
been released and sent to Christians in Khartoum.
·

The government has returned nineteen church properties to the
Sudanese Church of Christ which it confiscated two years ago.

·

False charges against five church leaders have been dropped.

There are many other countries all over the world where persecution is
rife, where even children are kidnapped or discriminated against for
being a Christian - places such as Nigeria, India, Vietnam.
The prayer group meets about once a month on a Wednesday evening
7.30 to 8.30. We would love to welcome more people to join us. For
further information contact me,
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A local church partner of Open Doors in Aleppo, Syria, he has stayed
courageously in his city throughout the war to lead his church and
community. “We are beginning to rebuild everything,” he says. “Even
though the damage is huge, it is obvious to everyone there that life and
reconciliation is coming back to Aleppo.”
At times it must have seemed impossible. “Once a car exploded near me.
Also, my daughter had four bombs go off in her school and four children
died. But we didn’t stop.” When war began the church was helping a few
families. Thanks to help and prayers of people like you, we are now
reaching thousands of families with practical support.
Pastor Abdalla is playing a key role in
bringing reconciliation to his community, and heads up a reconciliation
committee in Aleppo. He says, “Real
reconciliation is in the relationship.
There are different parts of society
with unstable relationships with each
other. So the church has the role to make these relationships stable. To
bring all parties together”.
“Before the crisis the community was split into Christian and non-Christian. During the crisis non-Christians left their houses and came to
develop a close relationship with Christians. If you enter our centre now
you will see that the majority of the people there are not Christians. They
came to receive support, food, medication.”
Your support and prayers are providing vital aid for 12,000 of the most
vulnerable families in Syria every month – thank you! This is still desperately needed.
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One of the lesser-known anniversaries of 2018 is that of the hymn Stille
Nacht (Still the Night or Silent Night in English), the most popular
Christmas carol in the world. It was on 24th December 1818 that the
words and music of the carol were heard for the first time in a village
church in Austria - 200 years ago. Today, the Silent Night Association is a
world-wide organisation the goals of which are research, transmission of
the origins and promotion of the awareness and use of authentic
versions of the song.
From its simple origins, it seemed that this
hymn was destined to have an unusual life.
A number of myths and half-truths have
emerged over the two hundred years since
it was first heard, and it may be that part of
the story is yet to be told.
Separating fact from fiction, documented
evidence from anecdotal, has been the
work of researchers for many years. Such
is the world renown and popularity of Stille Nacht, that interest in this
particular Christmas carol above all others has generated a wealth of
knowledge and information that would surprise carol-singers at
Christmas time today.
Over the years, different theories have been put forward about the
origins of the carol, some more colourful than others. Legend has it that
the reason the song was first aired was to provide music because the
church organ in a small Austrian village was out of order for the Christmas
Eve Service. Had it been damaged by mice chewing at the woodwork? It
has been suggested also that the composer of the music might be
Beethoven or Haydn or Mozart. So where lies the truth?
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It was in St Nicholas Church of Oberndorf, a
village near Salzburg in Austria, that Stille
Nacht was first performed on Christmas Eve
1818. The text was the work of Joseph Mohr,
an assistant priest in Mariapfarr in the district
of Lungau. He had written the poem in 1816,
but allegedly it was not until the afternoon of
December 24th 1818 that he handed the poem
to Franz Gruber, the organist in St Nicholas
Church. He asked Gruber to compose a
melody for two voices to be accompanied by
guitar. That evening, Mohr sang the tenor part and played the guitar,
while Gruber sang bass.
It was not until 1995 that the oldest-known manuscript of Stille Nacht
was discovered. This document authenticates not only the date of the
first performance, but the names of Mohr and Gruber as poet and
composer. At a stroke, the romantic suggestion that the name of any
world-famous composer could be connected with the melody was
therefore relegated to the status of invented anecdote.
This year, all over the world, we commemorate the centenary of the
signing of the Armistice that brought the First World War to an end in
1918. Early in that conflict, on Christmas morning 1914, there had been
an ‘unofficial armistice' - a Christmas truce - when German troops in the
trenches on the Western Front were heard softly singing:
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht
Alles schläft, einsam wacht...
Although most British soldiers did not understand the words, they
recognised the tune and responded by singing the hymn in English. This
led to men from both sides emerging slowly from their trenches into
no-man's-land, where they enjoyed a Christmas day together with the
enemy, even having a game of football. As night fell, they returned to
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their battle positions. This event was never repeated in the later years of
WW1, but it did bring some comfort to these soldiers that first year of the
conflict: men at war, already longing for peace.
In Oberndorf, the Silent Night Memorial Chapel stands on the site of the
former St Nicholas Church, which hosted its last service in 1903. Every
year on Christmas Eve at 5pm, a memorial service to honour the carol's
creators takes place in front of the Chapel. This can be accessed live on
the Internet by people all over the world.
Why, then, has this particular carol gained the status and popularity it has
been afforded for almost two centuries? It may be the firm Christian
traditions in that German speaking part of Europe. A more cynical
answer is perhaps the vigour with which the tourist office pursues its goal
of attracting visitors to the area. Or it could be simply that the hymn tells
the story of the Nativity in beautiful, simple words set to a haunting
melody.
I think most of us would really like to believe that the carol’s popularity
stems from the determination of a priest and an organist in a small
village in Austria to provide music to welcome the Child, beloved and fair,
200 years ago.
Still the night, holy the night!
Sleeps the world; hid from sight...
Goodwill to all men. Peace on Earth. Happy Christmas!
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The Guild had a very successful start in October when we made the
rafters ring with our Big Sing. We sang many of the best-known hymns
and hardly needed the hymn books! We knew all the words! At our next
meeting we welcomed Alan Swanson from Blythswood Care, and we are
now far more knowledgeable about those who receive the shoeboxes.
In December, we have a speaker from Crossreach, telling us about the
Guild Project "Join the Dots", tackling loneliness and isolation. We then
move into Christmas celebration mode, with Dunbartonshire Guilds
Together carol service in St. Paul's, Milngavie, at 7.30 Wednesday 10th.
More information is on the notice board in the Church foyer.
Our own Christmas celebration is on Monday 17th, when Clydebank
District Choir will entertain us with music, humorous readings and a
harpist. We invited their small group, Bankie Voices, and were thrilled
when all the choir wanted to come. We have booked the Sanctuary Hall,
so we do hope that many others in the congregation will join us. No
charge, just a collection, with tea, coffee and mince pies. Unmissable!
After a short break in January and February, we start again on Monday
4th March 2019, with a talk on ‘The Great Scottish Tapestry’.

Advance notice: Our fundraiser will be a fashion show in M&Co
Milngavie, Fri 29th March. Save the Date!
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As numbers have sadly dropped for the Tea
Service on Friday mornings, we have changed
the time of the next one – the new time will
be 1.30 pm on Friday 8th March. We will see
what the response is before we decide on any
future dates.
If you have not been before, we have a short, informal Communion
Service followed by tea and coffee and home baking. The cost is £2 and
we would love you to join us and friends and family are welcome.

Thank you to everyone who passes on information about people who are
ill, a bit down or in hospital. This helps us to visit and send church
flowers. Marion MacDonald is part of our pastoral care team and helps
with hospital visiting. If someone is home from hospital, please let us
know that too. Young people are an important part of our church family,
so let us know if anyone is unwell or has had a notable achievement.
If you are unable to come to church and would like Home Communion
please speak to Ian or June. We have ten pastoral visitors visiting people
in their homes and five visiting in Mugdock Care Home. Please let June
know of anyone who would like a visit or if you would like to become a
pastoral visitor. Also, if you would like the Bulletin in large print this can
easily be arranged.
If anyone should need water during the service there is some available at
the back of the church, as well as a couple of beakers of water in the
central window ledge between the organ and the power point.

18

For those of you who have come to our church recently, a few words
about the Fergusons. David and Lorna were members of St Paul's,
Milngavie, who went to Japan in 1998 with Overseas Mission Fellowship
(OMF). After two years of language study, they moved to Hokkaido for
eight years, before handing over leadership to a Japanese pastor. They
then had a year on home assignment in Milngavie.
I first met Lorna when she visited Baljaffray one evening to teach us how
to cook a Japanese meal. When it was agreed at Session that David and
Lorna become our Missionary Partners, I volunteered to keep in touch
on their return to Japan in March 2009 and have done ever since. They
began church planting in Sapporo, the largest city in Hokkaido. In 2013
they moved to Tokyo where they took up the post of OMF Field Director
for Japan. Sadly, in 2016 David was diagnosed with cancer and after a
yearlong struggle he died in April 2017. His funeral took place in Japan.
In August 2017 a memorial service was held at St Paul's.
After time off, Lorna went back to work in Japan as a Sector Leader,
supervising various people and Ministries covering members’ care and
mobilization. The four boys are at different stages in education: Daniel is
a law graduate now studying at Cambridge; Matthew in his final year of
a law degree at Glasgow; Calum and Alistair both still at school in Japan.
The boys face a time of decision-making about career direction and
places of study. Please pray for God's clear guidance of them.
In October this year, Lorna wrote "We have seen a major earthquake in
Hokkaido and several typhoons causing damage in different places. News
programmes are regularly reminding people of the need to be prepared.
We have our emergency bags sitting in the hall.”
By the time you read this Lorna will have had a short trip to
Daniel's graduation, then to Scotland for a week. Lorna asks for prayers
for OMF and for God's wisdom in all they do. Please remember Lorna
too and all she is involved in.
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Did you know that every Tuesday morning June, Liz, Marion and Deborah
meet in the prayer room? We pray for the church and members of our
church family who we know are going through a difficult time. We also
pray for world issues.
If you would like us to pray for you or someone you know, you can speak to us at any
time or you can fill in one of our prayer
request forms and pop it in the box in the
entrance foyer. Everything prayed for in
the group is confidential and there is no
problem if you wish to make your request
anonymously.

Once again this Christmas we are hosting a
lunch for our ‘senior’ members. The date
for your diary is 14th December 2018. There
will be the usual 3-course meal followed by
entertainment and a visit from a special
busy person to round of our day. Invitations
will soon be issued. Please contact me if you
wish to be added to our list of participants.
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In January it will be 10 years since the start of The
Ladies Who Lunch Club. We meet once a month (on
alternating Wednesdays and Thursdays) and sample
the delights of reasonably-priced local restaurants!
(We usually manage to obtain a reasonable price and
also have tea and coffee thrown in - not literally!)
We average around 20+ ladies coming along regularly
to enjoy fellowship, chats and lots of fun. Why not give us a try - perhaps
on our 10th anniversary to begin with - you will be assured of a very warm
welcome. You don't need to come every month - just whenever it suits
you. We intimate the date and venue about 2 weeks in advance and take
names. On the day of the lunch we meet at the Church at 12 noon to
organise transport so you don't even need a car, although some of the
ladies do make their own way to the venue. Our January lunch will be
intimated shortly.

A small group has been looking at the possibility of re-modelling the foyer
area including consideration of the prayer room and Hall 1. There have
been some positive meetings (with the same architect as we used in
2013) and the intention is to bring forward proposals and plans to the
Session in the near future. If the Session decides to continue with this,
then we will bring forward these plans to the congregation early in the
New Year.
So, watch this space, and if in the meantime you want to know a bit more
about what is being considered, please speak to Peter James, June
Richardson, Bob Munn or Ian McEwan.
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In 2018
has rolled out a radical housing project to
address homelesness in the city as part of a model called Housing First.
Housing First is a rapid-rehousing approach to tackling homelessness
amongst people with complex needs such as mental health or addiction
issues. Pioneered in Europe and the US, it turns conventional practice on
its head. Previously people were supported to tackle complex needs in a
bid to become "tenancy ready". New thinking concludes that housing
should be provided rapidly and be supplemented by intensive support to
address wider health issues.

“Street to Home”
is purchasing homes to get people off the streets.
Ten flats scattered across the city will initially be bought for some of their
most vulnerable clients, made possible thanks to generous supporters of
the charity. Property management will be undertaken by Homes for
Good, a local social enterprise letting agency.
In addition, the project’s success hinges on the necessary wraparound
support to sustain the tenancy. Crucially, this support is flexible and
tailored to the needs of the individual, not a one-size-fits-all approach.
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Having the stability of a home that is yours means people take a sense of
ownership of it and are less likely to return to the streets.
Glasgow City Mission will identify tenants, working with them under the
umbrella of the City Ambition Network (CAN) – a collaborative network
comprised of Glasgow City Mission, Simon Community Scotland, Marie
Trust, Turning Point Scotland and the Health & Social Care Partnership
(NHS and Glasgow City Council).
It is anticipated that the first tenants to move into their new homes will
do so by Christmas.
For more information: https://www.glasgowcitymission.com/
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A big thank you for the welcome you gave to Howard
and Webster, the rice farmers from Malawi. It was
good to hear first-hand about their lives and the benefits they get from being organised and sharing equipment and expertise, as well as the problems of climate
change having an effect on growing the rice. I think we can understand
their situation so much better having heard from them in person.
Following that, our new consignment of Kilombero rice is at the church.
The sale of 90 kg of rice will send a farmer’s youngster to secondary
school for a year – a great start, much appreciated, where children are
hungry for education and very few can afford to pay the fees.

As we know, fair trade gives producers fair
pay for their goods, whether food and drink
or crafts and clothing. Please try to buy a
Fairtrade version of the things you’ll eat and
the gifts you’ll give this Christmas, and make
a real difference to growers and makers .
You can get lots of interesting and beautiful
presents from Gavin’s Mill or directly from
Traidcraft, Namaste and other companies.
We’ve all been saddened and, yes, angered by the plague of plastic that’s
so much a part of modern life . Let’s try to buy things with less packaging,
especially non-recyclable plastic film and polystyrene. We can try to find
more ethical gifts – wooden toys rather than plastic, fewer things with
batteries, clothing from workers with decent conditions.
Making conscious, informed choices helps to improve life for all on our
beautiful planet , including you and me and our families.
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Many thanks to everyone who has contributed:

10th Aug

Church Flowers

26th Aug

Church Flowers

2nd

Rhoda MacLeod

Sept

9th Sept

Diane Oliver

16th Sept

Anne Craig

23rd Sept

Church Flowers

30th Sept

Kathleen & Duncan Ferguson

7th

Church Flowers

Oct

14th Oct

Isobel Gilmour

21st Oct

Nancy Cook / Margaret Paul

28th Oct

Cathie MacFarlane

4th Nov

Alex Marshall / Irene Smith

11th

POPPIES FOR REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Nov

18th Nov

Debbie McLeod

25th

Christine McLeod

Nov
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How kind of you all to think of me. Flowers lift the spirits with their
lovely colours and also bring a sense of peace.
Thank you for the beautiful bouquet of flowers I received from the
church. A very thoughtful gesture of you thinking about me during a
very sad time I recently experienced.
The flowers from the church contained stems of snowberries and they
lasted for weeks.
Many thanks for the lovely flowers. They were an absolute joy!
Thank you again for your kind thoughts and I appreciate them and the
flowers very much.
Thank you for the beautiful flowers we received from the church. My
grand-daughter made a wonderful recovery from her heart operation.
We had various celebrations and church flowers just added to our joy.
The flowers remind us how fortunate we are to be part of a very caring
Church Family. They were very much appreciated.
Thank you very much for the lovely flowers to mark the arrival of the
wonderful addition to our family. They came as a welcome surprise.
It is so nice that the church is thinking of me at
this sad time. It is a great comfort to all.
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