1

4 Mar

7:00 pm

Guild “The Great Scottish Tapestry”

8 Mar

1:30 pm

Tea Service and Communion

24 Mar

10:00 am

Service followed by AGM

28 Mar

7:00 pm

Guild Fashion Show M&Co

14 Apr

10:00 am

Palm Sunday

15 Apr

7:30 pm

St Andrew’s: Stations of The Cross

17 Apr

12:00 noon

Westerton: Service & lunch

18 Apr

12:30 pm

Maundy Thursday
Cross: Communion & lunch

19 Apr

7:30 pm

Good Friday Service: Baljaffray

21 Apr

10:00 am

All-age Easter celebration: Baljaffray

31 May

1:30 pm

Strawberry Tea
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E-mail:minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk

Hello,
I think a lot of us are feeling pretty scunnered right now. It seems like
there is not much joy to be found anywhere, especially not in the news.
Everything is changing and none of this change feels like it is for the better.
I think it is very natural for many of us to see change as undesirable. I
always smile at the thought of Peter on the Mount of Transfiguration
saying to Jesus “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (Mark 9 v 2-13).
Who can blame him? It was a great place, the best of places, up on that
mountain hanging out with Jesus, Moses and Elijah. Another ‘Rabbie’
describes the futility of Peter’s desire to ‘bottle and keep this moment’
like this,
“But pleasures are like poppies spread,
You seize the flower, it's bloom is shed;
Or, like the snow-fall in the river,
A moment white, then melts forever.”
But our faith in Christ offers us a very different perspective. The personal
journey of saint after saint in the Bible is that God promises to be with
them in the midst of change. If Peter hadn’t come down from the
mountain top, he would not have witnessed the Resurrection.
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The founding story of the Children of Israel was of them leaving Egypt
through the Red Sea and moaning about it (We remember the fish we ate
in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the
onions, and the garlic, Numbers 11 v 5). But if they had not left Egypt,
they would have never felt freedom; never set foot in the Promised Land.
This is also the Easter Story. As we work our way through the gospel of
Mark together, look out for the resistance of the disciples to Jesus’
intimations of his death. This cross-thing he was speaking about certainly
qualified as undesirable change, as far as the disciples were concerned.
And as they stood at the foot of the cross, they had absolutely no idea of
what the future held for Jesus or for them. But we know that on the
other side of the undesirable change of DEATH, we have the surprise of
the event we call the RESURRECTION.
This positive belief in life after death presents a particularly Christian
view of change. Believing in life after death ought to inoculate us against
fear and enable us to put our trust in a trustworthy God by stepping
out in courage, confidence and faith. In Christianity, we are called to
understand by faith that death is not the end, it is the beginning of
something brand new and better.
The Easter experience of the ‘brand new and the better’ is my hope for
the church. That is the story of God’s church down the years – we should
trust and pray, and pray and trust that this Easter story of RESURRECTION
will become our story too.
Good News! He is risen, He is risen, indeed!
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This year's Holiday Club will run from the 29th July to the 2nd August,
9.45 am - 12 midday. We are thinking of a Lego theme, Build Up, Jesus
Christ is Awesome! etc.

As always, it will be for children from the end of Primary 1 to the end of
Primary 7. As always, we need a rather large team of volunteers to get
this up and running! If you would like to be part of that team please let
me know as soon as possible and we can start putting it together.
We need people to be alongside the children, people to prepare craft in
advance and to be there helping with craft during the club, we need
people to pray, we need creative people to help prepare the Hall, people
to help with the snacks and lunches, and so on.
New team members are always welcome but you may need a PVG if you
don't already have one and that can take up to 8 weeks. Please do
consider joining us - it's such great fun. A real highlight of our church life
in the community.
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I am conscious I haven’t issued a Report since last summer. I was aware
that various important matters were in the pipeline awaiting final
decisions and I had earlier thought I’d wait until these had been made that’s my excuse and I’m sticking to it! We are getting there and I do feel
information on the nature of what is happening is rather overdue.

Ian, June and Pauline are working on a “People’s list” in an attempt to
improve communications. We are anxious to keep in touch with all who
are in the church family, while ensuring that we do not fall foul of General
Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).

Ian is continuing to conduct services taking into account the principles of
‘Path to Renewal’, in which programme he is heavily involved. There is a
meeting in Baljaffray concerning this on 16th March.

A group, partly from Session and partly from other active members of
the congregation, is involved in considering the best way forward to
deliver our vision as a church. There is a large group of younger people in
the church who are passionate about faith, with a strong commitment to
the church. The introduction of terms of service, members being called
to specific roles and a smaller number of Session members are under
active consideration.
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It is six years since the current church extension was completed. The
foyer is particularly tired looking and is badly in need of an upgrade. The
initial impression on entering is of a public building, not a church. The
roles for Hall 1 and the quiet room are being reconsidered. Draft plans
have been prepared by Rebecca Cadie, who designed the 2013 extension.
What we do will depend on the amount of grant-funding we can achieve.
Applications, without commitment, have been made. I believe Ian has a
more detailed article in this connection in this magazine.
We have purchased a grit bin, salt spreader and various 25 kg bags of salt
to facilitate greater safety in the car park during frosty weather. Thanks
to John Rattray in this connection.
This is my last article prior to retiring as Session Clerk at the AGM on
24th March. At that meeting the annual accounts, approved by Session
as Charity Trustees, will be detailed. I wish to thank Ian, the Session and
members of the congregation for the considerable support I have
received throughout my three years of office. I wish my successor, Bob
Munn, best wishes for his term of office. I am sure Baljaffray is in good
hands.
Iain
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Hey folks, Daniel here! You will be glad to know that I’m settling in nicely
here at Baljaffray and becoming more confident in my role as Youth
Minister. Thank you for making me feel welcome.
We have just started having Youth Events at the
end of each month, which has been a great time
playing games and talking about God together.
In Sunday morning Bible Class, we have been talking about encounters
people in the Bible had with Jesus. On Sunday evenings we also have a
youth gathering with a few youth groups from other churches, which is
called 2Forty2. At the end of every month we have a youth-led service
at 2Forty2, to which you are all welcome to come and support us.

We are planning to transform Hall 5 into a lounge/youth space. On a
Sunday we often have 20 young people heading upstairs to Bible Class
which is absolutely great. But the room as it is currently feels more like
the waiting room in a doctor’s surgery than a comfy, welcoming place to
explore faith and discipleship.
So…..if you happen be changing your sofa in the near future and reckon
it still has a bit of life left in it, would you get in touch with Daniel by email.
We wouldn’t be too fussy, but would need to check that it fitted into the
shape of room etc.
Also – if anyone has a small desk that is surplus to requirements, please
let Daniel know. The plan is to tidy up Hall 6 (the room in front of the
store cupboard) to use it as an occasional office during the week.
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Open Doors continues to meet each month to pray for the persecuted
Christians all over the world. Part of Baljaffray's Christmas Collection, a
sum of £1580.00, was sent to help them in their growing work.
The following is their response:
Dear Friends at Baljaffray Parish Church
Sharon and I wanted to say a huge 'Thank you' for your recent very
generous gift towards the work of Open Doors. Your gift will bring
strength and blessing to our Persecuted Family and we want you to
know much how of a blessing you are too, as a ministry, and particularly
here in Scotland.
Please let us know if there is anything that we can do to support you
relationally and connect with you deeper with the work we are doing
going forward .
Every blessing in Christ!
From Mark and Sharon Hinde
Meena, a convert from Hindu in India says, '' Praise God, some brothers
and neighbours who had beaten me have now come to faith. God takes
care of us and we have gained a whole worldwide family who look after
us. Thank you for your prayers ''.
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Morag Aitken and Fran McFadyen were presented with Guild Long
Service certificates at the Guild Christmas Celebration in December.
Both ladies have been faithful members for 34 years.

Their certificates were presented by Mr. John Urquhart, president of
Clydebank District Choir. Many congratulations to you both!
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The Guild has taken a short break over January and February, but we
resume on March 4th, with what promises to be a very interesting talk on
The Great Scottish Tapestry. Other topics this session include Robert
Louis Stevenson, the Future Plans of the B.B. and ‘Travel Gone Wrong’.

Our fundraiser is on March 28th and will be a Fashion Show in M&Co in
Milngavie. Tickets will be on sale shortly and we hope for a good
response. The proceeds will go to Guild Projects.

Our outing this summer is to Rosslyn Chapel, followed by a short trip to
Livingston Retail Park and a high tea. More detail will be announced
soon.
New members are always welcome at the Guild, and with the worst of
the weather hopefully past and Spring beckoning, why don't you come
and join us!
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The Strawberry Afternoon Tea for Seniors is on Friday
31st May, 1.30 pm. Invitations will be going out nearer
the time and we hope you will be able to join us then.
We hope to have the children from Baljaffray Primary School to entertain
us and this will be followed by the strawberry tea. If you do not like
strawberries, there will be other home baking too. Any donations will go
to St Margaret's Hospice.

Lorna reports that she is busy with Overseas Missionary Fellowship,
people coming and going and meetings. She has also volunteered to help
in her church, an offer joyfully received. A meeting was arranged for the
middle of February with the pastor and assistant pastor. Lorna hopes that
good discussion will lead to ways in which she can help.
It has also been a busy time for all of the family. Matthew is working on
his thesis and applying for jobs. Calum is focused on his application to
the American University. He is also the first of the boys to learn to drive.
A common way in Japan is to go on a two-week intensive driving camp at
snowy Yamagata Prefecture, where the learner drives on icy roads in the
driving school complex. Once completed successfully, there remains a
written test to pass before taking to the roads. Alistair passed his high
school entrance exam and is now making all the preparations for starting
his next stage of education.
Lorna asks us to pray that they would all keep their eyes fixed on Jesus in
the midst of the busyness of daily life. The following thank you card has
been received from Lorna.
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Fair Trade Fortnight 2019 is from 25th February to 10th March, and the
theme this year is chocolate, so expect there to be a chocolate selection
on our stall on 3rd March.
#SheDeserves is a campaign
launched by Fairtrade Foundation,
as in “She deserves a living
income”. It highlights the issues
faced by women cocoa farmers
who not only work long days on the
farm, but also look after children,
fetch water, often over distances,
and take produce to market.
A “living income” amounts to £1.86 per day for a cocoa farmer in West
Africa; the average daily income of a cocoa farmer in Cote d’Ivoire is 74p
per day, less than half the living income!
Please look out for ways in which you can join in this campaign:
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/en/getinvolved/currentcampaigns/Fairtrade-Fortnight

We still have a good supply of delicious Kilombero rice at the church. It’s
available on the Fair Trade stall, or see Sue Milne. In Malawi, primary
education is free, but secondary education must be paid for. The income
from our 90 kg will enable a farmer to send one of their children to
secondary school for a year, a first step towards a future free from poverty.
14

It’s two years since Gavin’s Mill Fair
Trade Shop and Café first opened.
Last year, we had to postpone the
celebrations because of ‘the Beast
from the East’ so for this year we
have a warm theme for our party – 1st March 2019 is Africa Day at
Gavin’s Mill, with food, drink, music and activities from Africa. Come and
celebrate with us – everyone is welcome!
Thanks to our stalwart volunteers, several from Baljaffray, who help to
run the shop and café and work behind the scenes baking, soup-making,
maintenance, office tasks – Gavin’s Mill couldn’t operate without them.

Gavin’s Mill Community Project, the charity behind Gavin’s Mill, has an
ambitious vision for the Mill as a focus for the local community.
Realising this vision depends on the help of our friends and partners in
the community. However, there’s a challenge to meet: the Mill is not fit
for the range of community purposes that we envisage; it’s an old
building that needs extensive refurbishment and adaptation.
To make much-needed changes, we must bring Gavin’s Mill into the
ownership of the Community Project, and we have the opportunity to
buy it from its present owner in January 2020. We have launched a major
campaign to raise the money. Our Africa Day begins a series of fundraising events, including a silent auction, a sponsored West Highland Way
walk and a ceilidh – dates to be announced as soon as they are available.
More detail about the campaign is available at Gavin’s Mill or from
Sue Milne, and can also be found online at:
https://www.gavinsmill.org/gavinsmilldonations .
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In the midst of increased activity and building use, it has become ever
more apparent that the main entrance and foyer no longer serve us well.
They feel cramped and dated, such that they contrast sharply with the
spacious ambience of the sanctuary. The external doors are not
accessible-friendly. All this conveys a negative first impression of the
building and, just as importantly, communicates little of the ethos, faith
and values of the congregation. This is a missed opportunity in terms of
presence, welcome and mission.
The Session has employed the same
architect, Rebecca Cadie (ARPL) who
designed the 2013 extension, to conduct
a feasibility study focused on enhancing
the entrance and foyer area of the
building. The overall aim of this study is
to make better use of the available floor
space, improve flow of people within the
building and create a greater sense of
the ethos and faith of the congregation.
We have also taken this opportunity to explore the possibility of creating
a new enclosed children’s play area to the rear of the church which would
be used by young people in the congregation on a Sunday morning;
Toddlers’ Groups on 3 days during the week and the after-school care
club on 5 days per week.
The estimated cost of the full scope of this project work be £100k
including VAT.
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The main elements of the work include
·

Putting automatic doors at the external front door to improve
disabled access

·

Opening up the sanctuary-foyer space by replacing a wood/glass
screen with moveable glass doors

·

Creating a new chapel space with a doorway immediately off the foyer
which will be open to the public for quiet time to pause, reflect or pray.

·

Moving and replacing a set of internal doors so that the foyer area is
made larger and can include comfortable seating (e.g. for parents
waiting to collect children)

·

Replacement of the opaque screen with modern glass to bring more
natural light and openness into the building.

·

Introducing a built-in tea/coffee station in the foyer to promote a
sense of welcome, friendship and hospitality.

·

In addition, we wish to create an enclosed children’s play area,
accessed through a new set of patio doors from a back hall, with
decking and steps and outdoor play equipment.

At their last meeting Session gave approval to take the project forward to
the next stage, which is to develop the project budget and apply for
grant-funding in a similar way to the previous building project. Once the
amount of the grant-funding is better defined, we can begin to make
some decisions, taking into account the total budget available and the
scope of the work.
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This will take place on Friday 8th March. Please note the change of time
to 1.30 pm. We are trying this to see if it is a more suitable time for
people to come along. We will see what the response is before we decide
on any future dates.
We will start at 1.30 with a short, informal Communion, followed by tea,
coffee and home baking. We hope you will come along to catch up with
friends and meet new people too. The cost is £2 and you are welcome
to bring along friends and family.

After the success of last year’s Community Bible Experience when 105
people read the New Testament in 8 weeks, we are now going to tackle
St Mark's Gospel in 6 weeks. This should be a doddle as it will take us just
five minutes a day.

75 people have signed up and groups are meeting before and after
church; Tuesday afternoons (with creche); two groups on Wednesday
nights, two on Thursday mornings and two other groups making their
own arrangements. This is backed up with relevant sermons from Ian on
Sunday mornings. Happy reading!
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The Child Ambassador programme offers children activities to protect
them from danger, teach them their rights, leadership skills and build
self-esteem and confidence. Child Ambassadors are elected by other
children in the project and hold this position for around two years before
handing over to the next Ambassador. Each child will use the knowledge
gained to help others – holding their own workshops and passing on the
knowledge they have learnt.
Guatemala is one of the world’s most violent peace-time countries with
an incredibly high homicide rate. In many parts of Guatemala City in
particular, gangs still rule and more and more children are at risk of being
encouraged into gang life, despite government efforts.
The aim of the project is to reduce the number of children being enticed
into gang life and street living by empowering the children themselves.
The Sunday School are sponsoring an Ambassador, Marilyn, aged 12.
She lives in Guatemala City with her mum, her siblings, her aunt and
cousins. We have just raised over £150 in a Beetle Drive to help fund the
sponsorship. You can read more about the great work of Toybox on
toybox.org.uk
Here is a picture of Marilyn and a couple of pictures from the event.
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Climate Change is coming into the news more and more. We have
started getting a weekly Vegbox from Locavore. It took a while to get
used to it and make the best use of it, but it now has become a fun part
of the week working out how to use the varied and often weird and
wonderful stuff that arrives in the box .
Here are the reasons from Locavore about why their veg boxes are worth
thinking about. Even if getting the Vegbox is too much for you at the
moment, reading through these reasons helps us to think about God’s
wonderful creation and how our choices can help to sustain or to harm
our home planet.

.
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If anyone would like to try the scheme, there is a 25% reduction on the
first box of vegetables if you use the code ‘10 reasons discount’ in the
final box when ordering online.
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Thank you to all who contribute.
13th January

Irene Nicolson

20th

Anne Craig

January

27th January

Bill & Nancy Cook

3rd February

Sylvia & Syd Finnie

10th

Church Flowers

February

17th February

Fiona Renouf

24th

Margery Henderson / Helen Christie

February

3rd March

Anne Kesson & Sheila Connell

10th March

Margaret Stewart / Agnes Montgomery

17th March

Betty Hunter

24th March

Chris Osborne

31st

Ann Fergus

March

7th April

Liz Linley / Margaret Paul

14th April

Mae Pentland

21st April

Maureen Kerr / Caroline Clark

28th April

Moira May

Advance notice that WJCM will be on Tues 6th August. Feel free to start
gathering things for the stalls! More information in the Summer Bulletin.
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Thank you for the beautiful flowers received from the church. Another
three weeks and the 'stookie' will be off, hopefully!!
The colours are pretty and I also appreciate the good wishes that came
with the flowers.
I was so surprised to receive the flowers, I got quite emotional. It was very
kind of the church to think of us and we deeply appreciate it.
I really am touched by the kind thoughts of my Church family. God Bless.
It is lovely to be part of such a caring church family. Thanks also for the
band of helpers for arranging flowers every Sunday for us all to
admire.
Last year 155 bunches of flowers went out to our church family and
others.
If anyone in the congregation is unwell please pass this information to
June Richardson

Ian and Isabelle Walker have now moved to Lesmahagow.
We wish them happiness in their new home.
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