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Sunday School-led service
Holiday Club
Wee June’s Coffee Morning
Communion
Guild Programme re-starts
Open Doors- “Standing Strong” Event

minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk
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I once accidentally slept the night on the wooded slopes of the Christian
hospital in Nazareth. It was 1985 and I was working on a kibbutz about a
two- or three-hour bus journey away. My parents were friends with a
nurse from Inverness, then working at the hospital, and they made me
solemnly promise I would go and see her while I was in Israel. And we all
know that a promise made, is a promise to be kept.
So, having done the early shift in a rope factory on the Friday morning, I
finished at midday and jumped on the service bus to Nazareth. I arrived
and headed through this hilly town to the hospital, itself perched on a
wooded hill, and asked around for Joy Fraser. “Ah Joy, yes she certainly
works here, but she is back in Scotland just now. Shabbat Shalom.”
Shabbat Shalom! HA! This was the very first time I heard these Hebrew
words of greeting and parting. It was a Friday night, sunset had already
passed and the Jewish Sabbath was underway. Naively, I went back to
the bus station to get to the kibbutz but of course….there were no buses
now till the next morning…..Shabbat Shalom….maybe not for me.
Next moves?…..well I found an Arab place where I enjoyed my very first
Arabic coffee (it was there that I learned the hard way that you don’t
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drink down to the dregs!). But the awkward question remained of where
to sleep? After some reflection I decided that the woods surrounding the
hospital looked as good a bet as anywhere else for some personal
“Shabbat Shalom”. This was when the effort I had put into planning this
trip began to pay off, as I did have a sleeping bag with me. I would like to
claim that I spent the night in the hospital grounds dreaming of a
carpenter who had plied his trade nearby, but in reality I don’t remember
any such dreams.
“Shabbat Shalom” is the Hebrew greeting which means have a peaceful
Sabbath rest. There is some mild irony in the fact that the first time I
heard it was from a nurse and that on this night my “Sabbath rest” was
going to be sleeping rough in the hospital grounds. And yet “Shabbat
shalom” contains a profoundly important idea for us all. Sabbath rest in
Scottish terms has received a bad press. But we are much the poorer for
this.
Instructing us to put down our work, our frenetic choices to be ever
active is yet another indication of the understanding, attentiveness and
mercy that the Lord shows to the human spirit. Sabbath rest brings
healing to our mind, body and soul. A 24/7 life is sinful, and it is
destructive to ourself and to others who get caught in our slipstream.
“Slow down you move too fast you got to make the moment last” are
some wise words gleaned from a Simon & Garfunkel song.
And let’s be honest, busy-ness is a choice we make. Getting rid of 24/7
busy-ness from your life is like going on a diet: you make the big
resolution to change your eating habits and if you stick to it, then the
weight loss will follow in its own time. Same thing with busy-ness, if you
start making better choices about time and rest, you will feel less
stressed, worn down, desperately clinging on until the next holiday. And
you will have more time for God, more energy to give to others.
You don’t have to live this way.
You don’t have to live this way.
You don’t have to live this way.
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Instead, Shabbat Shalom should be a way of life for all of us, following
God’s command and example.
“By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on
the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh
day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating
that he had done.”
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Another year ending…seems so fast!
And what a fabulous bunch of young people we have in our church family.
So many of them willing to participate, engage, enjoy.
This session we have been looking at Peter and we plan to share what we
. This service is our
have learnt when we lead the service on
annual Celebration of our Young People and we are looking forward to it.
Here’s a couple of photos from Easter when we were thinking about
Jesus as shepherd and lamb.

It is important that we continue Sunday School through the summer but
our regular teachers do need a holiday so if you are able, and have a PVG,
please sign up to take the children’s slot during the summer holidays.
There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer. This involves sharing a story from
the Bible, having a craft and a game, sharing juice and biscuits.
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This year’s club is based around a building theme. Lots of fun is planned
with our own unique builders! We have a great team ready to go so if
you know of any children aged from the end of Primary 1 to the end of
Primary 7 there are registration forms in the office and for download
from Facebook.

Holiday Club is on between 9.45am -12 midday, 29th July – 2nd August.
Let’s Build Together!
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Hey folks, Daniel here! Here is a look at some of the activities that have
been going on.

In Bible Class we have been looking at Christian
commitments, such as the benefits of prayer, why
we should read the Bible. We had our
youth-led service at the end of May and we had
a young person preaching about Jesus being the
good shepherd. It was encouraging to see!

The ‘I am’s of Jesus’ is what we
have been looking at throughout
the year at the
on Sunday evenings. The
Youth-led services will start back
up after the Summer holidays,
and the service is for all ages.
We have also enjoyed a number
of Youth ‘hangouts’ and great
cinema trips.
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Our new Probationer Minister, Ben Thorp, will be starting in August – well
actually on 29 July as he is joining the holiday club team. Here in Ben’s
own words is a short introduction:
My name is Ben Thorp, and it won't take long to realise that I'm not
exactly a local. My father is a Church of England minister, so I grew up all
over the place - 2 years in York, 7 in Milton Keynes and 9 in Devon! I came
to Scotland in 1995 on a year out with Scripture Union Scotland, which
stretched into 2 years when I came across to Glasgow in 1996 to work
with Whiteinch Church of Scotland. I've been there ever since. I went to
Glasgow University in 1997 which is where I met my future wife Heather.
After Uni I worked in IT, first for IBM down in Greenock and then as a
developer for a small design company in Finnieston. Heather works as
an English teacher, and we have two children, Mira (12) and Jamie (9).
I have continued to be heavily
involved in the church in Whiteinch
for the entire time I've been there,
serving in a variety of different
roles. When I first received the call
to full-time ministry, God threw a
spanner in the works by making me
redundant. So I spent a year
working as a Parish Assistant in
Helensburgh before I started training in 2017. Since then I have been on
placements in Cadder, Giffnock Orchardhill and St Rollox, Sighthill - all
very different! Heather and the kids continue to be involved in Whiteinch.
When all that isn't taking up my time, I also enjoy films (action & science
fiction mostly), football (Liverpool) and reading (pretty much anything).
We look forward to welcoming Ben and his family to Baljaffray.
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At the start of the Church
Annual General Meeting on
24th March, a presentation was
made to Iain Sim to mark the
end of his term as Session
Clerk.
Ian thanked him for all of his
hard work, dedication and
service to Baljaffray. Flowers
were presented to Maureen,
with many thanks from the
Congregation.

I took over the role of Session Clerk at the AGM on 24 March 2019 and
am still finding my feet. The role is a very exciting one and as you
probably know Baljaffray Parish Church is thriving. There is much going
on in the background and Kirk Session are always busy looking at ways to
improve our church building and make worship enjoyable and exciting.
In summary, here are some of the bigger things we are looking at:

At the AGM, Ian gave an overview of the work of a small project team
who were tasked with looking at making better use of the space in and
around the front foyer and the corridor area directly outside the
sanctuary. Well what started as a small project has grown in size mainly
due to the ideas of the group and the many people who regularly use our
building.
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In addition to redesign of the front foyer area to give us better pedestrian
movement on busy days and a more welcoming feeling, there is a
proposal to build a safe children’s play area to the rear of the building.
Again, to make better use of the space, it is proposed to convert current
prayer and nursery rooms into a bespoke chapel for people to find a quiet
place for prayer and reflection and also a place for smaller scale worship.
We are currently instructing our architect to produce detailed drawings
for application for a building warrant and full project costs. Exciting times
ahead and we will keep you up to date with any notable progress.

At our AGM, we touched on the topic of Kirk Session review, to be
examined at this year’s Church of Scotland General Assembly. Again, as
seems often to be the case, we appear to be ‘ahead of the others’. Our
Kirk Session has already been looking at how we operate and realises that
to future-proof the health of the church, it is time to perhaps
‘modernise’. It is not that the current Session isn’t doing a good job, it’s
just that things are changing so quickly we need to look at keeping up.
A small project group, formed from members of the Session and the
congregation, has for some time now been looking at the way our Kirk
Session operates and how it might work in the future. The group is due
to report its findings at the next Session meeting on 12 June 2019 and
thereafter, at a suitable time in the church’s busy schedule, it is proposed
to share this with the congregation.

Mr Joe McMinn,our cleaner for just over 6 years, has decided to retire
and hang up his mop. We thank Joe for all his work and wish him every
success in his retirement. He will be missed for the ‘additional’ work he
did over and above his remit.
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Our session finished with a beautiful day for our
outing to Rosslyn Chapel. Our visit to this intriguing
place was followed by a spot of retail therapy at
McArthur Glen, Livingston and an enjoyable meal at
a restaurant.
At our AGM, members voted to keep with our
winter break in January and February, as most felt
it was beneficial. The new session will start on Monday 23rd September
and the Guild Projects we will be supporting are The Sailors' Society and
The Free To Live Trust (Seema's Project).

Luss Parish Church hosted the Summer Rally on a warm May evening. A
packed church heard the speaker, Mrs. Karen Gillon, Guild Associate
Secretary. Karen is a most enthusiastic speaker and told us how effective
the Guild is at raising funds for our chosen projects. She also informed us
that the National Guild is being twinned with Guilds in Malawi. In the
autumn Dunbartonshire Guilds Together will be told which area we are
twinned with. People in Malawi take membership of the Guild very
seriously; they have to pass a Bible test and then buy a uniform!
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The Strawberry Afternoon Tea was held on 31st May, when we were very
well-entertained by the pupils from Baljaffray Primary School. Their
teacher Peter MacKinnon is so enthusiastic and works so well to help
them to put on a really good show.
Thanks also to Caroline C, Kirsty C, Kirsty M and Jen P for working so well
on the day. A total of £360 went to St Margaret's Hospice.
“Many, many thanks for the delightful afternoon tea on Friday.”
“The entertainment was a treat and the cakes were delicious.”

This year WJCM will be on Tuesday 6th August at 9.30 a.m. Admission is
£2.00 and this includes tea or coffee and home baking. Children are free.
Donations of books, toys, raffle prizes, gifts and home baking can be
brought to the church on Sunday 4th August, or on Monday 5th August
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Sorry, we cannot accept videos or electrical
goods.
If anyone would be willing to help at a stall or help serve the teas and
coffees please get in touch with me.
WJCM is for all ages. I always appreciate your support on the day, so
please come along and bring your friends too!
Thanks,
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Only time will tell whether either of those statements proves true, but
what can be said is that the Assembly accepted three reports that
between them have the potential to radically reshape the Church, at
every level from the local to national and the General Assembly itself.
The thrust of the plans is devolution of decision-making and resources
from the centre to reorganised, re-energised regional and local
structures, equipping churches for mission in their local context:

• Up to £25m to be spent on projects for church growth, with emphasis
on church planting
• 100 new worshipping communities to be established
• Focus on engaging with people under 40
• Cost of central administration to be cut by up to 30%: four councils to
be merged into two
• Number of Scottish presbyteries to be reduced from 43 to about 12,
focused on supporting local congregations in their ministry and mission
• Networks, hubs and other new local structures to be developed
• Kirk Sessions to reduced in size: focus on ‘leadership and strategic
decision-making’
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• Decision-making and resources to devolve from central to regional and
local levels
• No congregation to pay more to centre after 2010 until new
arrangements agreed
• Land, buildings plan to focus on ‘well equipped spaces in the right
places’.
• Improved training and support for all ministry and leadership roles
• General Assembly to be made smaller
• Encouragement of a season of ‘prayer and preparation’ across the
Church, Sept-Dec 2019.
At the end of the week the Moderator, the Rt Rev Colin Sinclair, urged
Commissioners to ‘work tirelessly’ to make the reforms agreed a reality.
He cautioned that ‘deciding the change is not the same as making the
change’, and warned that the changes will be painful.
“We need Commissioners of the General Assembly, as we go back to the
parishes, to be advocates and change makers. We need to be willing to
make the sacrifices ourselves, to set an example.”
And he warned that all the changes agreed will not bring about the
revival of the church without people responding to Jesus’ call to ‘follow
me’, which had been the Assembly’s theme.
Adapted from “Life and Work General Assembly 2019 Supplement”
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The 1st Bearsden have had a busy few months. The Pipe Band won the
Novice Pipe Band award at the Boys’ Brigade Scotland Band Competition.
Meanwhile, the Lennox and Argyll Model-Making Competition was won
by the Junior Section Boys.
Junior Section Boys also took part in a sleepover at The Glasgow Science
Centre and an adventure weekend at Dalguise Centre in Perthshire.
Back in Bearsden, Company Section Boys received tuition in resuscitation
from members of the Dumbarton branch of The Order of St John.
Anchor Boys ended their session with a party and magic show. Company
Section look forward to a traditional summer camp at Fordell Firs in
August.
Congratulations to Alastair Thomson, a young leader in the 1st who has
been elected to represent The Boys’ Brigade constituency in The Scottish
Youth Parliament.

The winning pipe band
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Winners of the junior
model-making competition

Junior section weekend at Dalguise

Resuscitation training
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Persecution on grounds of religious faith is a global phenomenon that is
growing in scale and intensity. Reports including that of the United
Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on ‘Freedom of Religion and Belief’
suggest that religious persecution is on the rise, and is an “ever-growing
threat” to societies around the world. Though it is impossible to know
the exact numbers of people persecuted for their faith, based on reports
from different Non-Government organisations, it is estimated that one
third of the world’s population suffers from religious persecution in some
form, with Christians being the most persecuted group.
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Journalist John L Allen wrote in The Spectator: “[The] global war on
Christians remains the greatest story never told of the early 21st century.”
While world leaders, such as UK Prime Minister Theresa May and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, have publicly acknowledged the scale of
persecution, concerns have centred on whether public pronouncements
and policies have given insufficient weight to the topic. Baroness Warsi
told BBC Radio 4 that politicians must set “legal parameters as to what
will and will not be tolerated. There is much more we can do.”
Evidence shows not only the geographic spread of anti-Christian
persecution, but also its increasing severity. In some regions, the level
and nature of persecution is arguably coming close to the international
definition of genocide, according to that adopted by the UN. Eradication
of Christians and other minorities ‘on pain of sword’ or other violent
means was revealed as the specific,stated objective of extremist groups
in Syria, Iraq, Egypt, north-east Nigeria and the Philippines.
The main impact of
such genocidal acts
against Christians is
Exodus.
Christianity now faces
the
possibility of
being wiped-out in
parts of the Middle
East where its roots go
back furthest. In Palestine, Christian numbers are below 1.5 percent; in
Syria the Christian population has declined from 1.7 million in 2011 to
below 450,000 and in Iraq, Christian numbers have slumped from 1.5
million before 2003 to below 120,000 today.
Christianity is at risk of disappearing, representing a massive setback for
plurality in the region.
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‘Open Doors’ have created a new way of offering support for
persecuted Christians in the Middle East. We can email a message of
encouragement or hope via text or a short video or audio for ‘Open
Doors’ to put on an app which is used by Christians in the Middle East.
Please check out the Open Doors website for more details.
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/letter/middle-eastern-believers/
A small group of us continue to meet once a month for an hour on a
Wednesday evening for short videos and prayer. We also sometimes
write cards of encouragement and support to Christians in other countries. We would really welcome newcomers.
For more details speak to Liz Findlay.

November may seem a long way off but why not book your ticket for the
annual day of meeting some incredible people. Join us on Saturday 9
November 2019 at Findlay Memorial Church, 56 Clarendon Place,
Glasgow, G20 7QB to celebrate how God is building His kingdom in the
most dangerous countries to be a Christian. Come and hear amazing
stories of God’s faithfulness and how Christians are standing strong
through the fiercest storms.
The event will start at 10am and will finish at 4pm. Doors open at 9am
Book early.
It is only £10 if you book before 1st August (thereafter £15) and for that
you will enjoy a day of wonderful prayer, fellowship and worship.
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Just a reminder that at the far side off the church between the organ
and power point, there are beakers of water on the window sill, and I
also always have beakers of water at the back of the church if required.
Receiving postcards? Have old spectacles lying around? Remember
that I am happy to receive stamps and specs to pass on.

Lorna Ferguson reports that Japan has had a ten-day long holiday in May
because Emperor Naruhito succeeded to the throne, his reign to be
known as the Reiwa era.
Lorna asks that we pray that this era will see a breakthrough of the gospel
in Japan. She would also like us to pray for:
● The Holy Spirit's leading of our Leadership Meeting and that we
are listening and receptive.
● Joy in serving the Lord in Japan
● Constructive discussions on a proposal for a new prayer guide for
the whole of Japan.

22

As you probably know, our regular Fair Trade stalls are sourced from
Gavin’s Mill, beside the River Allander in Milngavie, as is the tea and
coffee we enjoy after the service on Sundays and throughout the week.
What you may not know is that the charity behind Gavin’s Mill, Gavin’s
Mill Community Project, is building up the “community” aspect of the
project so that the Mill becomes home to local groups and takes its place
as a focus for local people.

Some of the groups already involved are a mountain-biking club, yarnspinning classes and jazz sessions, and soon we’ll be hosting coffee
mornings for elderly and lonely folk who have home care and don’t get
out so much. So things are getting quite busy, and you’ve probably seen
some of the reports in the local press about the fundraising that’s going
on – one of the main reasons for that is to be able to buy the Mill and
create enough flexible space for different groups of people to be able to
meet up and do a whole variety of different activities in and around the
building.
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There are lots of events planned, in fact we’ve designated Sundays as
Event Days, with a programme including music, family activities and
visiting speakers. Please come along and support us!

In September I’m going to be walking the
West Highland Way as a sponsored event
with another of the volunteers – we’re walking from Fort William to Milngavie – the
opposite way to almost everyone else!
We’re looking for people to join us for a day
or two along the Way, and especially to walk
the last half day from the Beech Tree Inn to
Gavin’s Mill, so that we arrive back in style –
I just hope my legs hold out!

Meantime, the café at Gavin’s Mill is getting a facelift – volunteers have
been painting and reorganising it and with the new lighter colours it
suddenly looks much bigger! Later on in June, we expect a “barista
machine” to arrive, and I’m being sent, along with other volunteers, to
learn how to make lattes and cappuccinos! The coffee will be Matthew
Algie’s, and it’s Fair Trade, of course.
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Congratulations to these couples who have recently celebrated their
special anniversary:
March

Irene and Stuart Macdonald
Ann and Bob Mackie.

April

Ann and Jack Fergus

June

Moira and Allan May

Congratulations to Duncan and Kathleen Ferguson on their Diamond
Wedding anniversary in June.

We regret to report the following deaths and commend the families
concerned to the love and mercy of Almighty God.
6 Nov 2018: Eric Hume, 3 Culloch Road, Bearsden
17 Dec 2018: John Crawford Gilmour, 84 Bonnaughton Road, Bearsden
14 Mar 2019: Bill Nichol, 4 Cairnsmore Drive, Bearsden
17 Mar 2019: Valerie Elizabeth Martin, Buchanan Lodge, Bearsden
19 Mar 2019: Neil Roderick Murray, 20 Sidlaw Road, Bearsden
2 May 2019: Bob Allan, 54 Ledi Drive, Bearsden
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It is a pleasure to write and thank you for the beautiful flowers I received
yesterday. I must say I admire all the people in the congregation who
give of their time to make others so happy.
Thanks for the beautiful flowers received, we are still enjoying them.
The lovely church flowers were a very pleasant surprise. Thankfully we
are both on the road to recovery. It really brightened our day to receive
the flowers.
Thank you for the lovely bouquet of flowers we received. It was a very
pleasant and much- appreciated surprise.
Many thanks for the flowers received recently.
God Bless our church and all members.
The flowers not only brightened up my spirits
but also the living room. Thanks to the Girls'
Brigade for their nice card.
I would like to thank you most sincerely for the flowers received from
Baljaffray Parish Church. This is a very trying time for us and receiving
these flowers meant a lot to us.
Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers received for our big
occasion. It was so thoughtful of you and was very much appreciated.
It was so nice of you to think of me. They cheered me up no end.
It was so nice receiving the flowers as a token of my years of service in
the Guild.
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It is comforting to know that others are thinking about me and the rest
of the family.
What a lovely surprise. Unbelievable that I have been in the Guild all these
years.
Please accept my grateful thanks for the church flowers. They are still in
full bloom after 10 days or so.
.

Grateful thanks to all who have donated flowers to the church.
May 5th

Arlene Morrison

May 12th

Anne MacConnacher

May 19th

Fran McFadyen

May 26th

Joyce McNae

June 2nd

Margaret Wilson

June 9th

John & Anne Robertson/ Gina Campbell

June 16th

Jan Gillies

June 23rd

Elizabeth Newgreen
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To all who contributed to the Bulletins over the
last year and to everyone who printed, bundled
and distributed - thank you!
We wish everyone a happy summer of relaxation and renewal.
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