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Sept 11th 7.30 pm  Open Doors Prayer Meeting

Sept 15th Following Morning Worship: Session Reform Discussion

Sept 23rd 7.30 pm Guild programme restarts

Sept 25th 7.30 pm: Session Meeting

Nov 9th  10.00 - 4.00 Open Doors “Standing Strong” event
    Findlay Memorial Church

Dec 1st  10.00 am Worship and Communion

: Rev Dr Ian McEwan
: minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk

Bob Munn

mailto:minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk
mailto:minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk
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I think our national mood right now is made up from anger, disbelief and
surprise that we are where we are.  While everyday life carries on pretty
much as before for most people, there seems to be growing recognition
that the future is not likely to be as secure as our past has been.  The Bible
uses story – living examples – to tell us about the human relationship
with God.  One of the key elements to so many of these stories is a person
or a group of people learning deeper trust in the Lord through adversity.
Here is one example of this from Peter, writing to persecuted Christians
who were suffering under the Roman Empire.

I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put up
with every kind of aggravation in the meantime. Pure gold put in the fire
comes out of it  proved  pure; genuine faith put through this suffering
comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it’s your faith,
not your gold, that God will have on display as evidence of his victory.

1 Peter 1:6-7 The Message (MSG)

When adversity strikes at us, perhaps through illness or through family
difficulties, we find it very hard.  I hope and pray that in those darker
seasons of life, we turn to God, rather than turn away from him. And that
as we turn to Him, deeper trust is formed within us.

As we as a whole Church focus on the idea of “our calling” over the next
few weeks, here are some wise words from Henri Nouwen that show us
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how we should live ‘according to our calling’.  Choosing to live this way is
a sign of hope and is the key to the Church transforming the world.

“So many terrible things happen every day that we start wondering
whether the few things we do ourselves make any sense. When people are
starving only a few thousand miles away, when wars are raging close to
our borders, when countless people in our own cities have no homes to
live in, our own activities look futile. Such considerations, however, can
paralyse us and depress us.

Here the word  ‘call’ becomes important. We are not called to save the
world, solve all problems, and help all people. But we each have our own
unique call, in our families, in our work, in our world. We have to keep
asking God to help us see clearly what our call is and to give us the
strength to live out that call with trust. Then we will discover that our
faithfulness to a small task is the most healing response to the illnesses of
our time.”

You are a gifted person, made in the image of God. You are unique and
God calls you to use your gifts in service and love. You will be most
fulfilled, find your greatest delight when you do this.  As the next part of
the Bulletin shows, we are moving forward as a church.  We hope that
the changes which are going to take place help to create the space for
more and more folk to participate in the life of the Christ.  To help us
realise that we have our own calling from God – recognising that
sometimes that calling might be work  within the life of the congregation,
while at other times it might be a calling in the workplace or at home.

“We have to keep asking God to help us see clearly what our call is and to
give us the strength to live out that call with trust.”

May God bless you and keep you!
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Over the past year or so, the Kirk Session has been giving serious thought
to how we might change the way Baljaffray is organised and led in the
future.  One very important aspect of this change is to encourage greater
opportunity for involvement in congregational life.  So….it would be
hugely appreciated, if you would take the time to stay behind after the
service on  to hear more about the new approach
we are taking to leadership and teams within the congregation.

Below is a summary of what has been agreed in principle by the Kirk
Session. (It might also be of interest to some to know that what we are
doing here is very similar to the proposals about Kirk Sessions which were
agreed as part of the radical action plan for the whole of the Church of
Scotland by its 2019 General Assembly in May.)

In this new set-up there are three broad areas of potential service;
namely Trustee Elders (collectively the Session), Missional Conveners
focusing on the spiritual side of being church and Governance
Conveners focused on the practical operation of the church.
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Below is a table which gives a sense of different roles under the headings
of Governance and Missional Conveners.

.

We imagine that these leadership roles will be taken up by both new
people and members of the current Session.  There is also a recognition
that all of them may not be filled at once and the shift to this new way of
working will take time to bed in.

In terms of the Trustees/Session we have spoken of there being seven,
which would include the session clerk, the minister, the treasurer and
four others.

Minister - Ian McEwan (constitutionally must be a session member)
Clerk  - Bob Munn until March 2022.
Treasurer - David Scott until March 2022
Trustees 4 & 5 - 2 year term
Trustees 6 & 7 - 1 year term

Worship Compliance
(C of S, Charity, Policies)

Outreach to our community Property
Mission Finance
Pastoral Safeguarding
Children & Young People Health & Safety (incl Fire Safety)
Prayer Data Protection
Discipleship Employment

Hall Letting
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It seems most likely that, in the first instance, the seven trustees will be
drawn from the current Kirk Session, but we will now have created a
structure that will allow us to invite others to step forward into the
Trustee/Session roles for periods of service of 3 years. The terms of
service stated are intended to create a pattern of refreshing and rest.  If
someone who has not been an elder before is to join the Session, then
they will need to be trained and ordained.

We also see that the role of the Conveners is equally important and
having clear leadership and much wider participation by teams in the life
of the congregation can prove to be a real gift to us in the years that are
ahead.  We have already seen in Baljaffray how this can work so well.  Our
approach to pastoral care benefits from a team approach – so although
the minister is very involved, it doesn’t revolve around him - but rather
pastoral care is shared by many others to the blessing of so many more.
Can this shared way of working be extended to other areas of
congregation life?  Only you – the congregation – can answer that
question.

One final thought - changing structures is not an end in itself.  If this is to
have real significance, then it should help us be more missional, more
prayerful, more caring as a church.  In other words, it must have a
spiritual impact on the life of our congregation, otherwise we will have
wasted our time.  This is why I am asking you to prayerfully think through
your future role.  Ministers often talk about their ‘calling’, but as Scottish
Presbyterians we need to re-learn that “God’s calling” belongs to the
whole of people of God.  So listen and pray….for discernment for yourself
and, no matter where you stand personally in regard to this, for the
Lord’s blessing and wisdom for us as a church as we embark on this
adventure together.

Hopefully, see you on 15th September.
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was great fun!  We all enjoyed starting every day in our
yellow t-shirts!  Tam and Jam learnt to be better builders with the help of
Mr Mac and we all learnt about God the best builder of all!

Our craft team sent the children home every day with glitter!  And
fabulous creations.  There was fun mess as usual - bricks built with squirty
cream, roughcast with shaving foam and weetos, and so on.

80 children every day cared for by a huge team.   We were able to share
the love of Jesus with many families in our community.   Thank you so
much to all those who have given of their time, their talents and their
money!

 ‘God the Builder - can He fix it?     God the Builder  - yes He can!’
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What better way to celebrate summer and to end  school holidays on a
high than with an all-singing, all-dancing kids' activity club.  For the
eleventh year, the Holiday Club provided five mornings of fizzing, high-
energy fun in the hall decorated with colourful Lego blocks and figures.
As a newcomer to the team, I was bowled over by the imaginative,
dynamic  relaying of the Gospel message to build life on sure foundations.

With big events, preparation is key and this was a well-planned and
organised  multi-team, multi-age operation.  Each morning whizzed by in
a round of themed activities:  games;  video and group chat; craft room
creating -  the morning topped and tailed by singing, dancing and drama.
Unsurprisingly everyone was raring to get started each day.

From decorating the hall, organising the crafts, presenting the daily
drama, organising team games, to serving snacks and lunch, tasks were
carried out  with huge enthusiasm.  Note to prospective brides and
grooms: if you want to be relaxed and serene in the lead-up to   your
wedding, do as Katie and James did and get stuck into entertaining
children with a daily comedy routine, organising  games involving lobbing
old socks around and then cheerfully clearing up at the end.  All in all, an
ideal preparation for married life.

 It was a pleasure to be  part of such a happy, fun-filled event.
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I hope all our Guild members enjoyed the summer and made the most of
the (quite) frequent sunny days.   Autumn is approaching and the Guild
starts back on Monday September 23rd at 7.30.   The subscription this
year is £14, the same as last year. The theme this session is ‘Companions
on the Way’, and looks at those met on the roads through life.

We have a varied programme for you, which we hope you will find most
interesting. There will be musical evenings, speakers from Guild projects,
a Christmas Big Sing and a Fish and Chip supper, as well as other delights.
We hope to have a fund-raising coffee morning at the end of November.
Come and buy cards and other products at the Christmas stall!

All members of the congregation are welcome at Guild meetings and we
offer friendship, good fellowship and fun!  Do come and join us!
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Although this event  goes under the name of Wee June's Coffee Morning,
there is no way this would take place without all the help I receive.  For
the laying out of tables and chairs on Sunday, setting up and pricing on
Monday, manning the stalls and running the raffle on Tuesday, preparing
and serving in the 'tea-room' and all the clearing up at the end.  So many
people worked so hard, a huge thank you to you all.

Many thanks to the Co-op Mosshead, Precinct Cafe, Opulent, Halo and
Farm Foods for donating to the raffle and to all others who donated raffle
prizes or cash donations.    For all donations received for the stalls, baking
for the 'tea room' and baking stall, thank you so much.

Nothing was wasted.  Most of the leftovers went to St Margaret's Hospice
shop at Hardgate.   One of our church family took away a bag of soft toys
to a charity, and if you remember Gail B appealed for baby donations
earlier on in the year, so four prams and four baby seats along with other
things went with Gail.  Any handmade items left went to help a diabetic
charity.

The final total is £830.36. Thank you to
everyone who came along on the day and
to everyone for your support, it is  really
appreciated.
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The rise of Hindu extremism  has led to India being included in the top 10
most persecuted countries for Christians to live.  Although the
Government allows freedom of faith, extremists in the Bharatiya Janata
Party have stated they intend to wipe out Christians from India by 2020.

In a village, Sujit, a believer for 15 years, led 60 people to Christ and built
a church there.  Three times some of the other villagers destroyed the
building and each time he was badly beaten.  Since then Sujit has
attended a persecution survival training course run by Open Doors.

’I used to feel lonely.  I did not realise that people of God were
praying for me and my family to keep strong.  I learnt how to
respond in times of persecution and how to establish the church
safely so that it stays secure in God’s strength.’

Currently he and his family are in a different village but continue to meet
other believers in private.   An Open Doors prayer….

Heavenly Father, have mercy on our brothers and sisters in India. May
they know you as their Rock, their Protector and their Defender. Give
wisdom to Open Doors partners strengthening Christians to withstand
persecution through training, relief aid and advocacy support.

A great day to hear incredible stories of faith with worship and prayer.
9 November 10am to 4pm  at Findlay Memorial Church. Tickets available.

Our monthly ‘Open Doors’ meetings continue. The next one will be on
11 Sept at 7.30pm at the Findlays’ home.  You will be most welcome.
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We have the following volunteering opportunities at our projects:

Daytime opportunities to help support play workers as they work with
children and parents at our Child & Family Centre.

Work with a fully qualified
experienced team.
Help build relationships with
Linthouse children and families .
Enjoy the experience of helping
children grow in confidence

Right now, we  need more volunteers to help in our kitchen, to support
our Urban cafe space  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursdays and Fridays.

Serve with a dedicated team.
Participate in a practical expression
of Christian Mission.
Provide stability for vulnerable
people living chaotic lives.
Help people move forward in their
lives.
Witness the joy of lives transformed
Be part of a life-giving process.



15

We need people with a variety of life skills, from IT to creative arts,
language skills to cooking.  Above all we need people who can sit down
and have a chat with someone over a cup of coffee.

If you would like more information about this, speak to Ian, or go to the
volunteering section on Glasgow City Mission’s web site.

https://www.glasgowcitymission.com/how-can-you-help/volunteer

Please continue to let us know if you hear of anyone in hospital, unwell
or a bit down.   Our young ones are important to us so please let us know
about them too.     It’s also useful to hear if you or someone you know is
home from hospital, to save unnecessary journeys.

If you are unable to come to church and would like Home Communion
please let Ian or June know. We can also arrange a pastoral visitor for
anyone who would like this or for you to receive the Bulletin in large print.

Please let June have any spare specs that are no longer of use to you, as
they go with the November Blythswood boxes.    If you have used stamps,
please pass them to June for the  Church of Scotland stamp appeal.

Beakers of water are available at the back of the church and there are a
couple of beakers of water in the central window ledge between the
organ and the power point.

https://www.glasgowcitymission.com/how-can-you-help/volunteer
https://www.glasgowcitymission.com/how-can-you-help/volunteer
https://www.glasgowcitymission.com/how-can-you-help/volunteer
https://www.glasgowcitymission.com/how-can-you-help/volunteer
https://www.glasgowcitymission.com/how-can-you-help/volunteer
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The 1st Bearsden Company Section has recently returned from a week of
mixed-weather camping at Fordell Firs in Fife.   The Boys participated in
several camp site activities and also visited a bowling alley and the
National Museum of Flight at East Fortune, where the Boys had an
opportunity to board Concord.

Earlier in the summer, members of the Pipe Band joined a massed BB
pipe band in George Square organised by Glasgow Battalion.  Two of our
Boys were presented with their Queen’s Badge Certificates in Glasgow
City Chambers.



17

The Pipe Band celebrated a successful
year with a go-karting outing.

Sections have now started their regular
meetings and Company Section are
preparing for the annual concert in
November.

Dare I mention Christmas!!  But now is the time to put the date in your
diary for the Seniors’ Christmas Lunch.

Once again this Christmas we are hosting a lunch
for our ‘senior’ members.  The date for your
diary is 13th December 2019.  There will be the
usual 3-course meal followed by entertainment
and a visit from a special busy person to round
of our day.

If you have had a special birthday since last Christmas or you have been
missed in the past, please contact me if you wish to be added to our list
of participants.
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We’ll be holding Fair Trade stalls each month as usual.  In September,
we’ll have the teas, coffees and other groceries and goodies that
normally appear on the stall.  For October we’ll boost the dried fruit and
baking ingredients for people doing Christmas baking, and there will be
some Christmas cards too.  In November and December there will be
more Christmas cards and gifts for you to choose from.

As I write, it’s three days until Eve and I start walking the West Highland
Way – thanks to all those who have sponsored me, you have raised over
£500 for our fund to buy Gavin’s Mill for the community!

We’re walking from Fort William to Milngavie – the opposite way to
almost everyone else! – so I get the bus up to Fort William on Friday and
stay overnight in Glen Nevis Youth Hostel before starting the walk on
Saturday.  Several people will join us for a day or two, or just a morning
or afternoon, along the Way, and quite a few will meet us at the Beech
Tree Inn to walk the last half day to Gavin’s Mill, so that we arrive back in
style – there’s even a piper coming to escort us through the town centre!
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Meantime, the café at Gavin’s Mill is
thriving – volunteers painted it in
lighter colours which suddenly made it
look much bigger!  We now have a
coffee machine that makes lattes and
cappuccinos, and our volunteers are
learning to drive it.

Many of them are very proficient already and I am getting better, though
the pictures on my lattes are not unlike my 2-year-old granddaughter’s
artistic efforts! The coffee is Matthew Algie’s, and it’s Fair Trade, of
course, and also Organic and Rainforest Alliance.

Christmas is not far away and the ordering team are busy buying in
beautiful crafts and cards, which will go on display very soon now.

We are also increasing our “eco” side – you can already refill your
washing-up liquid, laundry liquid and fabric conditioner bottle at the Mill,
and we’re intending to bring in refills for shampoo, conditioner and
shower gel in the next month or two.
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It has been a summer of romance at Baljaffray with two weddings taking
place.

We wish both couples health and happiness in their future life together.

Holly Hart and Darren Ross married on 19th July.
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Katie Reid and James McEwan married on 17th August.

The whole McEwan family would like to say a big thank you to our whole
church family for all the love shown to James and Katie.  It felt like one
big family and the joy and love was tangible.

Moving tables, serving prosecco, baking, cooking, putting up lights,
making bunting, weeding, trimming hedges, taking photos, and so much
more.  It was all so lovely, just perfect.

Thank you xxxxxxx
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Many congratulations to Val and Gillies Lang who celebrated their
Golden Wedding Anniversary in June.

Lorna Ferguson is  working with OMF International in Hokkaido, the
northernmost island of Japan.  The organisation is currently working on a
planned new prayer guide for Japanese Christians.

Family news is that Calum is beginning the next stage of education at
university in Florida.  Please pray for him as he adjusts to student life
away from home and that he will find a friendly local church where he will
be well-supported.

With Daniel and Matthew also away planning for their future, Lorna and
Alistair, now sixteen, are getting used to a smaller household.  Lorna will
be back in Scotland from November until March and will hopefully be
visiting Baljaffray in January.
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Not only are the colours lovely but we are enjoying the glorious perfume
when we go into the room - something of a rarity these days!

Many thanks for the lovely flowers which carried thoughts and memories
dear to us all of a lovely lady.    We are so grateful to God and our friends
for their support in our lives.

The flowers were beautiful and it's nice to know you are thought about.
What clever children we have in the church!   The little get well-card was
lovely and I will treasure it.

He is very touched to be thought of and we both greatly appreciate your
kindness.

It is good to receive a show of friendship such as this and very sincerely
appreciated.

Thanks so much for the beautiful flowers, they truly did make my day.

I have just listened to the service on Cloud about belonging and when I
looked at the flowers and card from the Girls' Brigade " I feel belonging"
which is a wonderful feeling after my surgery.

The flowers were greatly appreciated.

I cannot thank you enough for the thoughtful and caring way Baljaffray
Parish Church has been to me over the years.      The flowers lifted my
spirits after the past few weeks of feeling so low after my dear friend
passed away.     Also, thank you for the lovely card from the Girls' Brigade
and the spiritual thoughts and kind words.
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Christian Aid Scotland is partnering with Take One Action Film Festival
this September to bring to Glasgow an inspiring documentary film called
'Facing the Dragon' .

 follows two awe-inspiring Afghan women as they
attempt to change their country from within, powerfully encapsulating
the energy women all over the world are pouring into addressing power
imbalance – both in public representation and in calling undemocratic
institutions to account.

A trailer for this documentary film can be viewed on this link

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/event/facing-the-dragon-glasgow/

The film will be shown on Tuesday 24 September at 7.30.

Venue is  the CCA (Centre for Contemporary Arts)
350 Sauchiehall Street, GLASGOW, G2 3JD.
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The Power Walk is a unique opportunity
to walk and talk about the world around
you. There will be time to reflect on the
impact of climate change on our sisters
and brothers across the globe.

Find out how you can make changes in
your own life to help build a world that’s
more secure for those living in poverty.

This event is free, but please consider
asking friends and family to sponsor your walk around the Windfarm.

:

10:30am at Whitelee Windfarm Visitors Centre.

To take part in the Power Walk, it is essential that you sign in and out at
the designated registration point. We will start promptly at 11am.

3-mile route: Follow the path to turbine 40 for a picnic stop before
returning along the same route to finish.

7-mile route: Follow the path to turbine 40, onwards to
the Lochgoin Reservoir loop before returning to the Visitor Centre.

Whitelee Windfarm
Moor Road
East Renfrewshire
G76 0QQ
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An early reminder that in the lead-up to Christmas we will again be taking
part in the Blythswood Shoebox Appeal.  Last year we filled gift boxes for
distribution in many of the poorest countries in Eastern Europe.  Dates
and more details will be announced later, but you might wish to start
gathering products now.

As before, gifts can be sent for the following groups:
boys, girls, teenage boys and girls, men and women, elderly women.

Toothbrush and  Toothpaste
Hat, scarf, gloves
Soap
Small toy for a boy or girl such as cars, dolls, balls.  Please only include
new shop-bought toys.
Sweets
(No chocolate or any other food. ‘Best Before’ date no earlier than March
2020.  No loose sweets, lollies or undated bags of sweets, please.)
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Shampoo/Soap, Shower gel,
Face cloth/ Moist wipes, Deodorant, Moisturising Cream,
Comb/Brush, Sanitary Products, Shaving foam/Razors, Underwear,
Socks/Tights, New Make-up, Sewing Equipment, Household Candles,
Screwdrivers/Pliers, Kitchen utensils, Stationery,
Pens/Pencils/Sharpeners, Notepads/Colouring books,  Rulers/Rubbers
Clothes and other Items  (T-shirts/Pyjamas/Jumpers/ Shirts) etc

For more information on the Blythswood Appeal the web address is:

https://www.blythswood.org/shoebox

https://www.blythswood.org/shoebox
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