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6th Dec  7:00pm “Baljaffray Blokes” Christmas meal and
    whisky tasting - West Highland Gate

11th Dec 12:30pm “Ladies Who Lunch” Festive Lunch
    Douglas Park Golf Club

11th Dec 7:30pm “Open Doors” Prayer Meeting

13th Dec   Seniors Christmas Lunch

15th Dec 10:00am Nativity Service led by our young people

15th Dec 2:00-4:00pm Sunday School Christmas Party

22nd Dec 10:00am Christmas Family Service

5th Jan (wb) 9:15pm Glasgow City Mission Night Shelter

24th Feb 7:30  Guild Resumes:
Arlene Morrison, Guest Speaker

: Rev Dr Ian McEwan
: minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk

Bob Munn

mailto:minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk
mailto:minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk
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‘We aim to be a friendly and welcoming church' - so says the opening
words of our vision statement.

But imagine for a moment if we changed the word ‘welcoming’ to
‘inviting’.   So, what’s the difference between being welcoming and being
inviting?   One way of thinking about this is to say that a welcoming
church is one that is ready to make anyone who crosses the threshold of
the building feel welcome and wanted.  In a recent service, we asked
people to raise their hand if they felt we are a welcoming church.  A forest
of hands went up.  In the same service we also said, “Hands up if you
think we are an inviting church?”  Now what do you think happened?
Were there more or less hands in the air this time?  Well – the answer is
much fewer people think we are an inviting church.  I have to admit that
I think that’s fair and I think I know why.

Most of us are scared to invite someone to church because we fear that
they will say “NO”.  We fear rejection, we fear the failure and so we much
prefer to keep things safe and on an even keel.  We console ourselves
with thoughts like these, “My friend knows that if they wanted to come
to church, they just have to ask and I’d be delighted to go with them.”
(Really - they probably don’t!).  They might well think that asking to come
to church with you is like asking to come your family Christmas dinner –
you just don’t do that sort of thing.
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So here in rapid-fire style are eleven reasons we might have for not
inviting someone to come to church,  with some jokey counters in
brackets:

1. I don’t want my friend to suffer.

(Is our experience of worship really bad?)

2. My friend would only say no.

(Mystic Meg is not part of our congregation)

3. That’s the minister’s job. (I don’t know your friend so can’t ask)

4. I was never invited. (surely now is the time to change things)

5. What if I lose a friend?

(if this is a real thing, maybe you need some new friends!)

6. I’m a really shy person. (pray for courage)

7. Religion is a private matter.

(which is better? a magnificent painting kept in a vault by a rich
collector or one hung in a public gallery seen by thousands)

8. I don’t think they would fit in or like it.

(they are your friend and you belong!)

9. I don’t want them to think I’m weird. (they probably do already)

10. They might ask  about faith and I won’t know the answer.

(they might also ask you how to fix their car and you won’t know
about that either – correct answer is same for both….I don’t know)

11. They’ll find out I’m a Christian.

(that is in fact the general idea of being a Christian – Christ calls
us to be witnesses, messengers, ambassadors, angels)
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One really important idea that I hope has come through strongly in
recent services is that God is calling each one of us.  Calling is never some
special reserve of a minister.  The idea is that God has a plan, an intention
for your life that is really important – it is consistent with what the Bible
teaches us about the Christian life.  It is consistent with the words of one
of the hymns we really like as a congregation,

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night

  I will go, Lord, if you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart.

Apparently, in a typical congregation 70% of people almost immediately
can think of that one person who they could invite.  If that applies to you,
then the gentle suggestion is that this is a calling to you from God to get
more involved in their life.  To accept the special responsibility God has
laid upon you to bless them.  It might be an invite to church – Christmas
is a great time to do this – it might be asking them out for a coffee and a
chat.  It might be inviting them to the blokes Christmas meal.  It might
mean starting to pray for them in a way that previously you had never
considered doing.  If more of us started to do this, then we would begin
to form in Baljaffray a .  Then our  welcome would no
longer begin when someone enters the building; it would instead start in
the everyday normality of our lives within our families, our friendships,
our workplaces, our neighbourhoods.  And we would do this because we
have received and responded to a call from God.  The gospel of Jesus
Christ is good news….and our world certainly needs good news…. so let’s
go into Christmas and New Year more willing to share it with others.

‘Everything in creation has its appointed painter or poet and remains in
bondage like the princess in the fairy story tale till its liberator comes to
set it free.’

Who is God calling you to set free?
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It's somebody's birthday!  And He is worth celebrating.   Our young
people will lead us in our Nativity at 10 am on the 15th December.  We
will be dressing up - why not join us?

Our Sunday School party is the same day from 2-4 pm with our special
visitor at 3.45 pm.   Please remember that if your child is coming, we need
to know by the 1st December.

On the 22nd we will be having Christmas fun all together during the
service.

Sunday School is amazing.  It's a real privilege to share faith together and
have fun.   We have so many young people in our church family.   As a
congregation we've been thinking about where God is calling us to be
involved so if  you'd like to be more involved in our work with young
people please speak to me.
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Two hundred boxes full of gifts are on their way to brighten up Christmas
for many children and adults in areas of the world where life is a struggle
and where there is little or no money for presents .

Many thanks to everyone for the knitting of 215 hats and the generous
donations and to all who came on Sunday afternoon to sort, pack and
wrap the boxes.  As the photos show, this was a well-supported, happy
community event.

For more information on the Blythswood Appeal the web address is:

https://www.blythswood.org/shoebox

https://www.blythswood.org/shoebox
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As you may recall, the Kirk Session  has undergone a restructuring and, in
simple terms, we have reduced our number from around  twenty-two to
seven.  The remit has not changed: we are the trustees of the church and
have responsibilities for governance and missional elements.

So far we have met twice as a group and it has really been a time to get
to know each other better and to ensure that we fully understand our
responsibilities.  I’m sure it will take a time for the new Session to be firing
on all cylinders but rest assured, our focus is on ensuring the future of our
vibrant, exciting church.  There will be  interesting and challenging times
ahead but we feel excitement as we look to enhance the missional work.
We hope you see a difference in the months and years ahead.

The foyer project continues to make progress under the direction of the
Foyer Project Group and guidance from our architect Rebecca Cadie,
ARPL Architects (who was previously commissioned for the 2013 work)
along with Ewan Mackie, Director, Prime Build (builders for 2013 work).
Our architect has submitted drawings to East Dunbartonshire Council for
a building warrant and, if successful, we will then have full costings drawn
up by the builder.  East Dunbartonshire’s planning department is very
busy; however, the architect is fairly confident that we should have a
response by the beginning of 2020.

The project group has been working extremely hard in the background
making applications for funding and I am delighted to report that we
have secured approximately £137,000 in funding (including church’s
contribution from our reserves).  The estimated cost of the whole project
is expected to be around around £135,000.  Of course, any final decisions
regarding the project will be made by the Kirk Session and we will keep
you all informed along the way.  Exciting times ahead.
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As you probably know, our church officer Mr David Montgomery has
retired after many years of faithful service.  He is truly a legend and his
retirement  has left some important gaps, the impact of which the Kirk
Session are considering.  One of the main areas where assistance is
required is the servicing of the hall lets.  Whilst the majority  are self-
sufficient, there are a few groups who need some help in setting up.  To
be specific, we are looking for volunteers to assist in the short term with
the setting up and taking down of the halls for the following lets:

Bearsden Art Club Wed and Fri am   10 am, finishing 12 noon
The Guild  Every second Mon 7 pm, finishing  9.30 approx
Bridge Club   Every Wednesday  6.30 pm, finishing 8.30 pm
Iona’s Art Club  Every Thursday  10 am, finish 12.30 approx.

If you feel that you could help out, please let me know in the first instance
and I will then pass your name to the organisation’s leader.

At the post-service meeting on 15th September, a number of you
expressed an interest in meeting and greeting.   June Richardson is
leading a small team thinking through and planning how this will work in
practice.  The current thinking is that we would have around 6 - 8
Welcome Teams working in rotation on Sunday mornings. Welcoming
people to church is such an important  part of our church mission: a
friendly smile can make a positive beginning to a church-goer’s
experience of worship.  Please let June know if you would like to join one
of these teams.  Hopefully everyone who is currently involved will want
to continue and there will also be plenty of opportunity for others to join
these teams.  The intention is to have a post-service meeting about this
in late January or early February with a view to starting in March 2020.
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An inspiring day!! The Open Doors, Scotland Event was held at the
Findlay Memorial Church on 9th November.  There were over 500
supporters and there was much worship and prayer for the persecuted
Christian communities all over the world.

Three speakers from North Korea, Nigeria and Syria told us of the
situations in their homelands (for their security no names are used here)
but they all told of amazing faith in our Lord God.   These were stories of
perseverance, fear and bravery, despair, abuse, rape, starvation,
bombing, imprisonment and death. Alongside these, were stories of
humour, counselling, discipleship, helping others, but most of all, of their
immense trust in God.  Joy, love and inner peace shone through.

It was interesting as well to hear how other prayer groups were faring.  I
was asked to speak about how our Baljaffray/Castlehill  group was
going.  My usual plea for more people to join us did not go unanswered.
Two young ladies from Knightswood are hoping to join us. It would be
lovely to welcome you to the group as well.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th December at 7.30 at our
home.



11

Forty three pairs of spectacles went away with the shoe boxes this year.
I have already been given four towards next year's total so please keep
them coming.

Please keep the stamps off your Christmas envelopes as they go to the
Church of Scotland Stamp Appeal.    There is a man in Lanarkshire who
checks the stamps and over the last five years he has checked about
1,000 bin bags full!

The Prayer Ministry Team meet every Tuesday morning in the Prayer
Room.   If you would like us to pray for you, please speak to Liz Findlay or
June Richardson or give us a phone.     There are prayer cards in the foyer
and a box to put them in.   It is confidential.   You can include names, but
if you would rather not, then that is okay.

On the next two pages are some prayer suggestions for
you as we move into Advent, a busy and joyful time in
the church calendar.  You might wish to remove these
centre pages or print a copy to keep to hand around
your house or to carry with you.
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The Guild have had a most enjoyable session so far.  Moira May
received her long service badge and certificate as she has been a
hard-working and faithful member for 34 years.

In December we plan to celebrate Advent with a Big Sing, enjoying
every carol we can find in the book.  We finish the year with a fish and
chip supper and a Christmas quiz.

We are again taking a break in January and February, resuming on 24th
February, when Arlene Morrison is coming to tell us about her  sight-
saving trip to Nepal.  We continue into March and April with a musical
evening and speakers from the National Guild's Project Partners.  The
Guild raises funds for these charities, which work tirelessly in Scotland
and abroad and Baljaffray Guild hopes to have raised a substantial
amount for them at our November Coffee Morning.

The Guild meets every fortnight on a Monday evening in Hall 4, and we
would welcome anyone who would like to come along to join us.
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There was no shortage of willing customers to enjoy coffee, tea, cake and
chat at this popular event.  There was also the opportunity to do a little
pre-Christmas retail from the  stalls around the hall.  From seasonal
handicrafts and toys, games and trinkets to a well-laden baking-stall and
also a tombola, there was something for everyone.

A huge amount of work by the Guild resulted in the sum of  £1404
raised for the causes mentioned earlier.

Thanks to Joyce Smillie for the photos
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We regret to report the following recent deaths and commend the
families to the love and mercy of Almighty God.

August:  Ena Buchan

November: Rennie Galbraith.

Thank you for passing on information about people in hospital, or who
are ill or a bit down.  It is a really good help to us.     It enables us to visit,
keep in touch and give flowers.    Also please let us know of any illness or
accidents among our young people or any notable achievement - not
flowers for them, but sweets!

Marion MacDonald is part of our pastoral care team and is our hospital
visitor.  Also part of our team is Joyce Smillie who is now pastoral   visitor
to the Guild.  We have 16 people being visited by pastoral visitors and 5
pastoral visitors going into Mugdock Care Home.  Please let June know if
you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visitor, or if you would like
to visit as part of the team.

If you are unable to come to church and would like a Home Communion
please speak to Ian or June.  The Bulletin is available in large print so
please speak to June if you would prefer an enlarged version.

If you need water during the service, June makes sure that water is
available at the back of the church and there are also a couple of beakers
on the central window ledge between the organ and power point.
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Providing emergency accommodation

The Glasgow Winter Night Shelter provides temporary, emergency
accommodation from December 1st to March 31st. It is a partnership
operation. The night shelter will once again open on 1 December 2019 to
31 March 2020. This will be the tenth consecutive year that men and
women who are at risk of sleeping rough during the coldest winter
months can use the night shelter. Glasgow City Council's homelessness
casework team attend the night shelter to help the guests access suitable
accommodation. Glasgow City Mission also connect people to our city
centre day centre, to healthcare and to services provided by our partner
agencies.

Last winter - 2018/19 - saw more unique individuals stay at the night
shelter than in any year previously, with 691 people staying over the four
months.

This year, Baljaffray Parish Church has been allocated the week
beginning 5th January 2020 to help out at the  (Lodging
House Mission, 35 Campbell St, Glasgow G1 5DT).   Two volunteers are
required each night from 9.15pm to midnight.  You will not be alone, as
there will be a staff team of around 8 people.

Duties will include helping set up the shelter for the evening, generally
making guests feel welcome and serving a simple supper.  All supplies are
provided – just bring yourself, a big smile, a warm heart and comfy warm
clothes.   If you can help with this – please sign up in the foyer.   Many
thanks….
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1969 was a golden year for memorable partnerships.   Armstrong and
Aldrin walked on the Moon, British-French  ‘Concorde’ flew for the first
time and Newman and Redford starred as ‘Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid’.  But outlasting all of these is a Baljaffray partnership which
also began that year.

Many congratulations to Christine and Kenneth McLeod who celebrate
their Golden Wedding Anniversary on 6th December.

We wish Christine, Kenneth and all the McLeod family a very happy
family celebration.
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Lorna is now on home assignment after a period of severe weather in
Japan.  Two typhoons in two months were followed by a whole month’s
rainfall in half a day.   Tragically, over 100 people lost their lives as a
result.   Please include the dead and bereaved in your prayers.

While Lorna is in Kinross at her parents’ home, work in Japan is being
done by a deputy, Margaret.  Please pray for Margaret in this role and for
the successful implementation of a new prayer booklet project.   Lastly
pray for Lorna in the preparation of presentations for the churches she
will attend and lead, including Baljaffray on 19th January.  We look
forward to her visiting us again.

On a family note, Daniel has been selected as one of the UK representa-
tives at the Commonwealth Youth Parliament to be held in Delhi.    In the
US, Calum has had a busy last few weeks of 'soccer' season.

Once again this Christmas we are hosting a lunch
for our ‘senior’ members.  The date for your diary
is 13th December 2019.  There will be the usual
3-course meal including turkey with all the
trimmings.  Invitations are now out and should
you not get one please let me know and I’ll make
sure you are invited.
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Several people have asked how the fundraising campaign for Gavin’s Mill
is coming along, and the answer is that it has reached 50% of the
purchase price of Gavin’s Mill!  We have raised just over £163,000 of the
£325,000 needed to buy the Mill.  There are still several applications for
grants in the hands of funding bodies, some more donations from local
people are also on their way, and we plan to make up any deficit with a
loan (for which the repayments will be substantially less each month than
the rent we are currently paying).

This means that we should be able to buy Gavin’s Mill next year, and
begin to develop it as a centre which will benefit the whole community.

The café at Gavin’s Mill is thriving, with “daily specials” for lunch and the
fabulous baking produced in the Mill kitchen by our volunteer bakers
making the café increasingly popular. The shop is also branching out –
there will be fresh vegetables and fruit on sale within the next couple of
weeks, and the range of refills of washing-up and laundry liquid will be
extended to include shampoo and conditioner – bring your empty bottles
along and cut down on plastic!

And of course, it’s almost Christmas, and the charity Christmas cards
have arrived, along with new ranges of Fairtrade crafts, unusual gifts and
special treats. There is also an exhibition of works by local artists in the
stairwell, including original paintings and prints.
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All this activity is keeping all the folk at the Mill very busy, and we are
delighted to welcome new volunteers any time, but particularly in the
run-up to Christmas!  If you have a few hours to spare, we could really do
with your help, and there are all sorts of jobs, large and small, that you
could get involved in.

For instance, some folk help in the shop – serving customers, filling
shelves, checking and labelling stock; others keep the café running –
taking orders, preparing lunches, serving tables and operating the coffee
machine (you too could become a barista!).  Behind the scenes we have
the Maintenance Team – DIY enthusiasts who do all the day-to-day
repairs; the Bakers and Cooks – creating delicious cakes, scones, soups
and “specials” in the big kitchen; the Office Folk – dealing with the
computers, the till system and a lot of paperwork, including publicity,
finances and general organisation.

So you see, there’s probably a niche for you somewhere at the Mill if
you’d like to join the team. Please get in touch with me, or drop in at
Gavin’s Mill and talk to me or Julie, the manager.  Alternatively, call 0141
955 0437 or email office@gavinsmill.org and ask for a Volunteer Form.
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18th August   Carole Hough

25th August   Debbie McLeod

1st September   Rhoda MacLeod

8th September    Diane Oliver

15th September  Cathie Macfarlane

22nd September  Margery Henderson

29th September Anne Craig

6th October   Joyce McNae

13th October   Moira May

20th October    Nancy Cook

27th October  Angela Scott / Margaret Paul

3rd November    Margaret Duff

10th November  Poppies for Remembrance

17th November   Carole Hough

24th November   Isabel Gilmour

1st December   Christine McLeod
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‘The flowers brought a smile our faces after feeling so sad.’

‘You have all been so kind to me whenever I have been under the
weather and the flowers were much appreciated.’

‘The flowers were a lovely surprise and certainly brightened up my day.’

‘The lovely flowers were an absolute tonic.’

‘Thank you to all those involved in church flowers, especially the Boys'
Brigade as it gave me such a smile that they should think of those who
are going to receive them.  The colours are just Autumn in a vase.’

‘It is comforting to know that we are part of a church with such friendly
caring people.’

‘The thoughtfulness and kindness behind the flowers meant so much to
us at a sad and difficult time.’

‘The flowers were a complete surprise to me and I am very happy in my
new flat.  Thank you all for thinking about me.’
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