BALJAFFRAY BULLETIN

Spring 2020

Rebirth, Renewal, Regrowth
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8th Mar

11:30am

Service at Buchanan Lodge. All welcome
to come along

9th Mar

7:00pm

Guild: Musical Evening with D.E.K.A

23rd Mar

7:00pm

Guild: Talk on ‘Seema’s Trust’

28th Mar

5:30-7:30pm “Shine Your Light” event for all to mark
Earth Hour

5th Apr

10:00am

Palm Sunday

6th Apr

7:00pm

Guild: Talk on ‘The Sailors’ Society’

12th Apr

10:00am

All-age Easter Celebration with informal
communion and egg-rolling

20th Apr

7:00pm

Guild: AGM with guests from ‘Malawi
Fruits’

27th May

TBC

Guild: Outing to Pitlochry Festival Theatre

29th May

1:30pm

Strawberry Afternoon Tea

: Rev Dr Ian McEwan
: minister@baljaffraychurch.org.uk
Bob Munn
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Discipleship. It’s part of a triumvirate of words that strike fear into any
congregation (the other two being stewardship and evangelism). For
some of us it brings to mind a picture of discipline - a semi-monastic
adherence to a set of rules and regulations for living life. Daily prayers
and hour-long times of devotion. For others it speaks more of some form
of advanced Bible education - an in-house seminary that requires a high
level of intelligence. And for still others it is an unobtainable status that
is really reserved for the twelve original disciples, and well out of reach
for mere mortals like ourselves.
Nothing could be further from the truth. When Jesus calls his first
disciples they are not educated; indeed, their employment as fishermen
is an indication that they had not shown any potential to becoming
rabbinic students. He doesn’t check their credentials, nor does He ask
them to commit to a religious rule of life. He simply tells them to follow.
So, if we are followers of Jesus, then we are already disciples. We have
already embarked on a journey of faith with Jesus. Or, to use another
metaphor, we have already entered a relationship with God. The
question then becomes how we choose to continue that journey, how we
deepen that relationship.
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Some of the answer lies in our own personal devotions - how we choose
to engage in prayer and opening up the Bible on a daily basis. Some of it
is found in gathering together to worship God each Sunday. But there is
also an element of needing to spend time together on a more personal
basis, to be able to pray together, read and discuss Scripture together, to
share our lives of faith with each other in a way that just isn’t possible on
a Sunday morning.
At our congregational meeting on Sunday 23rd February the Discipleship
group encouraged the whole church to commit to being part of the
‘BE’ course - a 3-session course over the next 6-8 weeks. This will be the
first of a number of opportunities for us to step deeper into our faith, and
to encourage each other along the journey. But more important than
involving ourselves in a specific programme or course, is once again
taking up the call to follow Him. I hope that you will join us.

The ‘BE’ course reflects the set of sermons Ian took us through during
2019. The plan is for small groups to meet 3 times within a 6-8 week
window. This will need some commitment but hopefully it is pretty
achievable.
The material for the course is laid out in order so that it’s easy to follow
and the hope is that it will lead to some good conversations. A good
number of people signed up on Sunday 23rd February.
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Last year a small group trialled the material from the ‘BE’ course.
Shena Pyke was one of the group. Here are her thoughts on her
experience.
"The BE course is designed to be thought-provoking, reflective and open
up authentic connection and discussion on faith in a small group
context.
For our ‘guinea pig’ group, it did all of that and more. The course
facilitates this through a simple structure of audio and video clips, Bible
readings, information and a few questions.
Through my experience
of the course I felt more
grounded and affirmed.
My faith deepened, and it
strengthened my sense of
belonging as a fully
rooted
member
of
Baljaffray Church (the
photo of the seedling is a
good visual analogy). I
also very much enjoyed
getting to know Ian, Fiona and Jen better.
I have no doubt each one of us will get something unique from this short
course and would wholeheartedly recommend it."

It’s not too late to get involved and there will be sign up sheets at
church or one can be completed by clicking this link
https://forms.gle/w2uGMtFHj3Qm1ZjN9
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This session we have been thinking about prioritising time with God,
praying, reading the Bible and doing it all together with others. And now
we are going to follow the ‘Love Life, Live Lent’ booklets for kids. Each
day has a small challenge, reflection that we hope you will do together as
families. In Sunday School we will talk about the week just gone and redo
some of the ideas. We really hope that this will help us all as families to
talk about how we live out our faith together.

We have amazing young people in our church and it's such a privilege to
share in their faith journeys.

This year we hope to have Holiday Club in our usual week which will be
the 27th -31st July. We do have to check with the Building Project dates,
so will confirm in the near future.
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The Spring 2019 Bulletin ran an article on the
in
one of the world’s most violent peace-time
countries, with a gang culture and high crime rate. The programme
offers children activities to protect them from danger, teaches them their
rights, leadership skills and builds self-esteem.
Our Sunday School began sponsoring an Ambassador, Marilyn, then aged
12 and living in Guatemala City. Ambassadors are elected by other
children in the project and hold this position for around two years before
handing over to the next Ambassador. Each child will use the knowledge
gained to help others – holding their own workshops and passing on what
they have learnt. The aim is to reduce the number of children enticed
into gang life and street living by empowering the children themselves.
Below is a transcript of a video in which a teenager talks about what the
role has meant to her:
‘I’m sixteen years old. I like being an ambassador so I
can help my friends so they are not unhappy. Being an
ambassador, I have learned about my rights. That we all
have the right to speak and to say what we feel. And no
one should stop us speaking freely as is our right. Thank
you for your support.’
To read more about

follow the link. https://toybox.org.uk/
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Hey folks, Daniel here! Here is a look at the things that have been going
on in the Youth Group.
In Bible Class we have been doing the
Alpha Course, which is about looking at
the bigger questions about God, Jesus
and the Christian faith. At ‘2Forty2’
(our Joint Youth Group with other
churches) we have had some of our
young people coming along to Laser
tag, bowling, a movie night here at the
church and in the coming months we
will be looking at the fruits of the spirit.
We have done Youth hangouts too and
it has been great getting to know
everyone here.
I have also been going over to Baljaffray Primary school to play football
with the kids there. Some of them are really good!
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I was recently given a novel by the author Lynn
Austin. It was based around the life of Ezra. I
loved it right from the start as Ezra was placed
within the context of Esther and I realised it was
going to help me place the prophet within the
history of the Old Testament. It did a lot more
than that!
As soon as I had finished, I moved onto a different
series, ‘Chronicles of the Kings’, by the same
author - focusing on Ahaz and Hezekiah. While
reading I reflected so much on the character of
God - His mercy, His forgiveness, the need to have Him as Lord.
Our home life has been a bit busy of late and I have not been finding the
time or the energy to sit down and read my Bible. These novels have
drawn me closer to God and restored a relationship I was allowing to
slide. I cannot recommend them enough.

The
will be on Friday 29th May at 1.30 pm.
Invitations will be out nearer the time.
On Tuesday 4th August at 10.30 am,
Donations welcome nearer the time.
These dates may well change if we are involved with the Foyer/Building
project at this time.
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The Guild resumes meeting on February 24th after
our winter break. It will be good to see old friends
again and listen to our first speaker of 2020, Arlene
Morrison, who went to Nepal last year on a
sight-saving working trip.
Our session continues on March 9th with a musical evening by D.E.K.A.
This will be followed by talks on current Guild Projects: ‘Seema’s Trust’ on
March 23rd and ‘The Sailors' Society’ on April 6th. On April 20th our guests
for our AGM are from ‘Malawi Fruits’, a small charity doing wonders for
young farmers in Malawi. A speaker from ‘Malawi Fruits’ came three
years ago and our members were very impressed, so an update should
be most interesting.

For our outing on May 27th we intend going up to Pitlochry Festival
Theatre to see the musical "Gypsy", so the strains of "Everything's
Coming Up Roses" should soon be echoing around Hall 4.
The Guild would like to thank those members of the congregation who
help set up the hall for our meetings, especially Katie Hart, who
volunteered and faithfully sets the chairs out.
Many thanks.
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Lorna left Japan on 12th November for four and a half months Home
Assignment. She has been very busy visiting churches, OMF Prayer
Groups, Conference in Edinburgh and a Home Assignment Workshop in
Kent. We were very blessed to have Lorna leading our service on
19th January, speaking firstly about taking the service on her own, when
beforehand it would have been shared with David. I think she impressed
us all with her wise words.
In December Lorna and her sons had two weeks together over Christmas
and the New Year. Daniel came up from London, Matthew was already
in Scotland, Calum flew in from Florida and Alistair from Japan.
The current focus for Lorna and two colleagues in Japan is editing a new
prayer guide. This is complicated and time-consuming and Lorna asks for
prayers for this and also for nine new workers in Japan to settle into their
roles, as well as clearance for eight more wanting to come before
summer. Please also pray for God's provision for each of the boys and
that Lorna will know how to support them from afar.
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Following Jesus, no matter the danger, no matter the cost.

North Korea again is Number 1 on the World Wide List of the most
dangerous places in the world to be a Christian.
supports
over 60,000 secret believers in North Korea, along with gifts of food,
bibles, medicines and prayers. They are our brothers and sisters in Jesus
living in prison or exile villages or in constant fear of being discovered,
always in poverty and starvation.

In Nigeria thousands, mainly Christians, have suffered at the hands of
Boko Haram and the Fulani tribesmen. Homes and churches, sometimes
entire villages are destroyed. Women and girls are taken hostage and
subject to horrendous rapes if they will not convert to Islam. Men and
boys are killed.
is involved in helping where they can with places of safety
and setting up of trauma care workshops. On the notice board at Church
you can read the stories of 7 women who have survived terrible
persecution and abuse. Their portraits were painted by an Open Doors
worker. Then through therapy they painted their own self-portraits and
told their own story. Many added tears of gold to their faces. They
wanted to show that through God’s love the trauma can be transformed
into hope, forgiveness and redemption. Tears of pain into tears of gold.
Please pray for these brave women.
To see the self-portraits and hear more about the work of Open Doors
come along to the next Open Doors meeting - time to be arranged.
Ask Liz Findlay for the date.
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The prayer ministry team continues to bring comfort and peace to many
in the church, their families and friends. What happens? In prayer we
channel your requests to the Lord and it is He who is the great Healer and
Comforter. It is a totally confidential ministry. We welcome your
requests or thanksgivings or concerns, no matter how small or how large.
We also pray for the church and the world.
An extract from the Power of Prayer :
The day was long, the burden I had borne seemed heavier than I
could longer bear,
And then it lifted - but I did not know someone had knelt in
prayer;
Had taken me to God that very hour, and asked the easing of the
load
And He in infinite compassion, had stooped down and taken it
from me.
Please contact either June Richardson or Liz Findlay.
There are also prayer slips in the foyer which can be posted in the
prayer box. They can be anonymous.
On the following pages are some prayer suggestions for the work of our
church.
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Pray for our Sunday School teachers
and crèche helpers who take care of
our young people and help them to
learn about our amazing God.

Pray for Pamela, Jen and Daniel as they look after our Youth Group. Ask
for help for them as they mentor and support.

Pray for Joyce and her work with PVG, and all who help in any way to
make our church a safe place.

Pray for the 1st Bearsden Boys' Brigade and the 98th Glasgow Girls'
Brigade, their leaders and all who attend.

Pray for Carole, Hazel, our singers and
our band who all add so much to our
worship.

Pray for Emma and Caroline our
flower conveners and all who help in
arranging the flowers and delivering
bouquets to our church family.
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Pray for our administrator, Pauline, all
the work she does and for being the
friendly voice at the end of the phone.

Pray for David and the finance team as they look after all the financial
side of our church.

Pray for Liz and Jack holding ‘Open Doors’ Prayer
Meetings and for all that ‘Open Doors’ does to
support persecuted Christians worldwide.

Pray for our Guild led by Morag and Anne and that their meetings be
enlightening and inspiring.

Pray for all who volunteer at the food banks,
and all who donate to them.
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Health and Safety legislation applies to church buildings, as it does to any
other public building. As a church we understand that we owe a duty of
care to ensure the safety of those who visit or use our church and halls.
Health and Safety is sometimes seen as ticking boxes or as
unnecessarily preventing people from doing things. Neither of these
apply – this is a stewardship responsibility that we take seriously. Church
members, visitors and hirers of the hall, all need to be kept safe whilst
the Church carries out its worship, mission and ministry.
It should be recognised that the scope of the legislation is quite extensive.
Areas covered include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Personal safety
Reporting and recording accidents and incidents
Preparation and sale of food and drink on church premises
Environmental protection
Working at height and the safe use of ladders
Building works/repairs
Sale of second-hand goods

We are required to have a written Health and Safety policy which defines
the responsibilities for the implementation, the actions in place to
prevent incidents and accidents, and the reporting of issues. It is some
time since we last reviewed our policy and so a small task group was
formed to update the policy in line with current legislation and good
practices. A folder containing the updated overall policy is kept in the
church foyer. To support the policy there are separate specific
instructions on fire safety and evacuation and food hygiene requirement.
All members, visitors and employees have a responsibility to cooperate
in the implementation of this policy and to take reasonable care of
themselves and others while on the church premises. These include
reporting any hazard, defect or damage so that this might be dealt with,
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not undertaking any repair or modification unless they are competent to
do so and reporting any incident or accident.
In addition, leaders of groups within the church are required to read the
policy as part of their Hall Let agreement and attend any training required
to enable them to carry out their duties safely.
Most of this is common sense but we should all recognise that we have
‘duty of care’ for our own personal safety and that of others. We will be
placing posters under the heading ‘It only takes a minute’, like the one
below for ‘Reporting Accidents’ to remind you of your responsibilities.
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Started by the World Wildlife Fund
and partners as a symbolic lights-out
is
event in Sydney in 2007,
now one of the world's largest
grassroots movements for the
environment. Held every year on the
last Saturday of March, Earth Hour
engages millions of people, switching
off their lights to show support for our
planet.
But Earth Hour goes far beyond the symbolic action of switching off - it
has become a catalyst for positive environmental impact, driving major
legislative changes by harnessing the power of the people and collective
action.
More than a decade later, the climate crisis remains, made worse by
another urgent threat: the rapid loss of biodiversity and nature.
Natural systems are vital for all our futures –yet, the rate of global loss of
nature in the past 50 years is unprecedented in human history. Nature
not only provides us with food, water, clean air, and other services – it is
also one of our strongest allies against climate change.
Today, Earth Hour aims to spark global conversations on protecting
nature not only to combat the climate crisis, but to ensure our own
health, happiness, prosperity and even survival.
https://www.earthhour.org
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is now one of the world's largest events, created to
encourage us to take responsibility for our planet. With participation in
more than 180 countries, it encourages us to make small changes for a
positive environmental impact.
We are holding an event to coincide with Earth Hour
. This is an all age event created as a chance for us
all to get to know each other better. Fun activities, games and food
tasting sessions will be located in halls around the church, all linked to
encouraging us to chat about eco issues, while growing in fellowship.
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As many of us will know, we are embarking on some new building work
which will be mainly focused in the foyer area of the building.
The intention is
● to widen the doors into the sanctuary,
● to make a new chapel space by using the current Hall 1 and the
Prayer Room
● to create a coffee station area in the foyer,
● to add windows in Hall 4,
● to create an enclosed play area with decking and seating behind
the church,
● to have new front doors which make better disabled access,
● to do other building work like sorting out the drainage while a
builder is on site.
We are still waiting for formal approval from the East Dunbartonshire
Council in terms of getting the building warrant. Our architect Rebecca
Cade (ARPL, Ayr) has been in regular conversation with the Planning
Department about various issues and she reckons we are finally very
close to getting the necessary permission.
Our funding position is very good. Outline costs are in the region of
£135k and we have this amount already from £59k of the congregation’s
reserves and a remarkable £76k in grants.
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We had hoped that we would be able to use the same builder as in 2013,
namely Ewen Mackie (Prime Build Ltd). Ewen is intending to retire in the
near future. We had hoped that Baljaffray Phase 2 would be Prime
Build’s final project, but sadly it now seems like the delays in getting the
building warrant mean that Ewen’s retirement has won the race. This is
a setback as we found Ewen and his crew very accommodating and
helpful. We will certainly take Rebecca’s advice on how we proceed.
We are therefore still not sure about when the work will take place, but
we will make sure to keep the congregation informed as soon as the likely
schedule becomes clearer.
- Good news - the building warrant is approved!

Our new welcome teams will start on 5th April. We have eight teams
with five in each team and teams will be in action once every two
months. They will be responsible for welcoming at the door, handing
out ‘Church News and Events’ at the Sanctuary Door, the Offering, the
Bible and reading out church news. They will also be responsible for
welcoming and taking latecomers to their seats.
We are looking forward to giving everyone a warm welcome.
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It’s Fairtrade Fortnight from 24 February to 8 March 2020 and a really
good time to look at the 10 Principles of Fair Trade, which “specify the
ways that Fair Trade Enterprises are set up and behave to ensure they put
people and planet first”. The World Fair Trade Organisation ensures that
these principles are upheld using stringent verification and monitoring
procedures.

As you can see, there’s a lot more to fair trade than the “right pay for
the job”. A more detailed description of how these principles are
applied can be found by going to https://wfto.com/who-we-are and
following the download link for a copy of the principles.
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The next dates for fair trade stalls at our church are 8 March, 12 April,
10 May and 14 June. Please support the stall – the foods and crafts are
produced and marketed in accordance with the 10 Principles of Fair
Trade set out above, so you know that there’s a sound ethical
background for everything on the stall.
We still have some of the delicious Kilombero rice
– we can recommend some really tasty ways of
serving it. Some representatives of the farmers
from Malawi will be visiting Scotland in May.
We’ll let you know where to hear more of their
story nearer the time.

As I write, I’m thanking God once again for our wonderful volunteers!
You may have heard that on Friday night, 21 February, the Allander
Water inundated the ground floor of Gavin’s Mill, reaching a depth of 18
inches. By Saturday morning it had receded, leaving a layer of silt and
debris throughout the entire area – café, servery, toilets and cupboards.
A whole assortment of items had floated around, electrical equipment
had been underwater and it looked like a mammoth task to put things
right. Nevertheless, by mid-afternoon on Saturday, the place had been
hosed, swept and mopped by a determined
band of volunteers, and we were able to look
forward to completing a full clean-up prior to
re-opening the café mid-week.
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Of course, the weather may yet force a rescheduling, but for now we are
counting our many blessings! Meanwhile, the shop, being well above the
water level, is completely unharmed and is open as usual with foods and
crafts, refills of household cleaners and toiletries, and fresh bread, fruit
and vegetables.

On Saturday next, 29 February, we celebrate
our 3rd birthday with a Leap Day Ceilidh, right
here at Baljaffray Parish Church. Fiddle Castro
will provide the music and remind us of the
dances. Jaw Brew are bringing the bar, and we
have organised delicious food and a Grand
Raffle, so we hope for a good turnout and a
great party.

The really big news, though, is that we are about to buy Gavin’s Mill for
the community – that’s not just Milngavie, but Baljaffray, Bearsden,
Bishopbriggs, and all the surrounding towns and villages. We’re rooted
in fair trade, branching out into sustainability and aiming for flourishing
connections with people right across the community. We have raised
over £175,000 since December 2018, and have arranged a loan for
£125,000, which leaves £25,000 to find in donations, grants and loans
before the end of March. We know this is possible and that the purchase
will go through within the next few weeks – look out for an invitation to
the celebrations!
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In February the sacrament of baptism was celebrated with two families.

Cameron and Rachel Thomson brought their daughter Esther Cairin to
be baptised.

Eli David Cranna was brought to be baptised by his parents Lisa and
David.
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Thanks to all who donate to the beautiful flowers.

12th

Irene Nicolson

19th

Anne Craig

26th

Church Flowers

1st

Jean Morgan

8th

Agnes Montgomery

15th

Angela Scott

22nd

Chris Osborne

29th

Ann Fergus / Maureen Sim
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2nd

Helen Christie

9th

Carol Johns

16th

Fiona Renouf

23rd

Nancy Cook

5th

Anne Craig

12th

Margaret Paul

19th

Maureen Kerr

26th

Caroline Clark

‘Thank you for the beautiful flowers delivered to us, and giving us great
support during our family illness and hospitalisation. God bless you all,
and thank you.’
‘Thank you for the beautiful flowers and good wishes received on the
occasion of our Golden Wedding. The flower arrangement in the church
that day was stunning.’
‘What a nice surprise, thanks again.’
‘The flowers have lasted really well and have brightened up my living
room. I do appreciate the work that goes into the church flowers, to
produce the lovely displays you all produce.’
‘Thank you so much for your kind thoughts and lovely flowers. I am
now on the mend after my operation.’
‘Thank you all for the beautiful flowers you sent us for our
anniversary.’
‘As my view of the world is somewhat restricted at the
moment it was great to have a bit of colour about the
house.’
‘Thank you for sending the beautiful church flowers, they really
brightened an otherwise dreich day. At the start of a new year it seems
a good time to say thank you to everyone involved with the flowers. The
Conveners, arrangers, the people who donate the flowers and the people
who take the time to deliver them. A big thank you to you all.’

27

28

